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THE DIRECTOR’S CORNER
This a spring that has held us back from our traditional spring activities Yards are soaked and gardens lay barren and waterlogged.
I am sure we have all made our decisions on what to change,
rotate and plant new this year. The selections are endless and new
varieties are coming all the time. Please remember to buy plants and
seeds pesticide free. The bees and butterflies need all the help we can
give them. With the programs we have had so far we are well aware of
the need to keep our “little friends” happy with plenty of blossoms and a
shallow dish to quench their thirst. Take the time to actually watch in
your garden and see what lives there and you will be surprised at the
diversity and beauty they give us.
Remember our National Garden Clubs, Inc President Nancy Hargroves theme is “Plant America”.
How apt that now is the time to embrace her vision. Pacific Region Director, Peggy Olin, has gone one step
further with her theme of “Spreading your Butterfly Wings to Fly: Sharing your Knowledge of Gardening. We
have a vast amount of knowledge at out fingertip - sharing is the answer. My new initiation for Presidents to
report on their clubs activities at roll call worked well so that we will be continuing.
The tulips are in full bloom, fruit trees are all blossoming and it is very satisfying to see so much color
which portends that spring is indeed about to come alive.
Workshop has come and gone again. Well done, Linda, and we will see you again next year.
Attendance, Lunch and Raffle baskets are always praised.
We are holding a Standard Horticulture Show for our District Meeting on the 22nd of May. We hope
to have a great showing and are encouraging all members to participate. I have particularly enjoyed the
speakers we have had this new year. We are planning many new ideas to help our gardening friends with
new ideas. Please let us know if there are particular topics you would like to share Design and horticulture
will remain with ideas for patio gardening, small water features and fountains. Garden Decorating would also
be a topic many would enjoy.
Until we have a Spring to enjoy.
Kathy Toups
1

CLUB NEWS!
COUNTRY GARDENERS
Happy Spring Gardening! As reported in the
last ECHO, the Country Gardeners made Easter
centerpieces for the Nisqually Valley Care Center.
Here is a picture of the finished product. We made
20 baskets of popsicle sticks and colorful dyed
eggshells with faces
and grass "hair". After
2+ weeks of watering
the seeds and giving
"haircuts" they were
delivered in time for
Easter.
We are looking
forward to the Workshop on April 30th even though
we have kitchen duty. It is a fun event with lots going on all day. It's been fun putting together our raffle contribution--a wagon full of garden goodies.
The wagon was donated by member eresa Zimmerman who recently passed away.
Our May meeting will be at the Old Goat
Farm where we will tour the gardens, see the
animals, have a short meeting and maybe purchase
some things we can't live without.
We have been working on our fairy/
miniature gardens for many months. Some will be
at the May 22nd District Meeting.
About our newest member: Christine Birka
was born in Michigan and now lives in Graham. She
is a retired hairdresser, a mother of one daughter
and grandmother to an 8 month old grandson.
Christine enjoys planting annuals and raised beds.
Her hobbies include reading, ceramics, cooking,
and sewing. Christine joined the Country Gardeners
in February. We look forward to getting to know her
more and showing her garden activities within the
club and Hill & Dale District.

GLOVE & TROWEL
February - Ground Covers &
What’s New Our program
was presented by Master Gardener, Susan Wigley. Ground
covers are not just low growing.
Autumn Joy is one of the taller examples that qualifies
as a ground cover with its spreading habit.
Esther Van Noy showed us her recycle project a distinctive garden art idea using a rusty metal branch
& bird figures attached to the inside rim of metal barrel
staves. Six of them look great on the side of her barn.
March - “Wings” - Hummingbirds and
Butterflies with Master Gardener Kim
Sommers. We learned that one way to
tell if a caterpillar is going to become moth
or butterfly is to poke it in the nose. If it
backs up, it’s a moth.
Yay - We fulfilled our first $68 goal for the
Penney Pines project.
Discussion for our raffle
basket theme and the items to include was fun and inspiring. Our
“Leisurely Gardening” themed raffle
basket will include over forty essential
items for this specific kind of relaxing
experience.
Meeker Mansion pot tending will be our new
Community Service project. We will start with fresh
soil and plants and continue to maintain their plant
containers. The Fitness program was to help keep us
limber for our gardening pursuits.
Glove & Trowel is finally seeking new active
members.
Submitted by Barbara Bias
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GARDEN HOUR

She even provided
members with milkweed seeds
to plant to encourage Monarchs
to visit our yards. “But they’re a
weed!” was heard around the
room. Yes, they are a weed, but it is the main food
for Monarchs. They will also enjoy open-faced
flowers such as asters and mums. My OCD neighbor
is going to love seeing me plant milkweed….oh no,
the horror of it all!

“Even the pros get it wrong”, was the
opening statement of our speaker, master gardener
Pamela Draper. She followed up with another
zinger, “If it has no leaves--leave it alone!” And so
started the most informative, thought provoking, and
humorous program we have ever had. I gotta tell
ya, this gal is a riot! We thought we were getting a
lesson on tree trimming, but what we got was a
lesson and a show.

Karla Hiers
Secretary

“It’s best to prune during the growing season
--not winter or the dormant season. That may be
good for you, but it’s bad for the tree,” she said
emphatically. “The pros like to trim in the fall and
winter, because they got nothin’ else to do. It’s their
slow season. How would you like it if you woke up
from a nap and half of your arm was missing? Trees
have feelings, too!” she exclaimed. “Improper
pruning leads to aggressive growth (“Ack! my
branch is missing I need to make more branches!”)
which leads to leggy growth that zaps the tree’s
strength,” she added.

DOGWOOD
ONE WEEK AGO……… daffodils in the
snow…….is that crazy? but beautiful…..
MARCH:
field trip to see private orchid
collection a major treat. Orchids are sensitive, but
with the right kind of TLC will reward you with
blossoms for many years and all year round.
BIRDS; It must be Spring…… The scouting pair
of swallows have shown up. I threw some old
tortillas out on the ground for the birds to eat, but a
murder (flock) of crows swept down and stole them.
What a sight to see a black crow with a white tortilla
in it’s beak flying to the trees with another crow in hot
pursuit to sell the food. Also, saw a Stellar jay steal
a piece of bread and fly up in a tree, tuck it in
branch and later came back and ate his snack The
birds are on a rampage.

From trimming
rhodies to using the
prunings from grape vines
for propagating, to the
proper way to use a hand
saw (pull only don’t push
and pull), she covered it all.
Pam even brought
in specimens for hands on demonstrations. Cuttings
were flying right and left along with those zingers,
“Now, would you be happy with that cut? It will be 2
years before that tree can produce an apple.
Poor tree,” she said with great empathy for the tree.
Ms. Draper was a wellspring of information and I’m
sure she will be invited back.

Finally planted the pink geraniums in the pots
on the steps with some pink primroses to fill in.
Absolutely beautiful and healthy. Two days later the
primrose flowers were eaten down to the centers.
Geraniums not touched. Last year I thought the
birds only liked white and yellow primroses. Oh…….
no….... THEY LIKE THEM
ALL!!! So…..we will see what
chili powder affects?????
They don’t eat the leaves, only
the flowers. A Seattle bird guru
said that it might be a diet deficiency. Ha! All year round??

In anticipation of our program on birds,
members were given warbler whistles to enjoy and
annoy. But, our program from Wild Birds Unlimited
was cancelled due to illness. Not all was lost; our
fearless Hurricane Sandy Parr stepped in and gave
an impromptu talk on butterflies in general and
Monarchs in particular.
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So, my conclusion is deer, ducks, rabbits don’t
like daffodils….plant lots…..but they like tulips and
crocuses and other plants. Geraniums are a safe bet to
plant , too. We try so hard to be in harmony with nature
and help them out, too….but…it is costing me $$$$.
Hummingbird topic another day……….
“RAIN, RAIN, GO AWAY, COME BACK HERE
ANOTHER DAY”……..It gives you time to look at those
seed catalogs and plan what you are going to do on that
ONE sunny day. Rain prevents you from over working……
APRIL: The meeting was held in Mineral Middle School
bldg. Hosted by
LesLee Dunlap,
Diianne
Gonzales, Celene
Ryan and Lisa Libby.
Great space, well
attended.
OUR BIG PLANT SALE, MAY 4TH AT EATONVILLE
HIGH SCHOOL, was discussed and finalized. “ART IN
BLOOM,” MID JULY IN VAN EATON’S HOME GARDEN was also planned. Local GARDEN TOURS will
happen that day, too.
Dogwood Junior gardeners are busy making
containers with succulents. The ranks have grown with
the excitement of planting…….hurrah to the leaders!!!!
Garden therepy activity for the elderly, still goes on with
great rewards for the time donated.
APRIL PROGRAM: Cyndi Stuart from Rooster at Roddy
Creek gave a presentation on Super Soils and
Courageous Composting ………one that she has also
given at the Northwest Flower and Garden show. She is
so well prepared and with a sense of humor it makes
you seriously consider taking another look at your
composting. It is serious business. (hint: earthworms
love straw.)
Happy planting folks….lots of SALES going on……
Hasta pronto…..
Sharon Aguilar
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ROOT ‘N BLOOM
Root & Bloom took a field trip to Windmill
Gardens which is also where DeGoede Farms is located. This is a modern step back to our roots of
eating locally grown food we can trust. They feel it is
important that everyone has access to good quality
food, and with that in mind DeGoede Farm’s are
donating 5% of their net profit to our local food
banks.
Growers Ben and
Benjamin DeGoede are
growing lettuce hydroponically in their greenhouse.
Winters in Washington
State tend to be pretty dark, with a mere 6 to 8 hours
of daylight. Given that lettuce is a long day plant, and
requires approximately 14 hours of light, supplemental lighting is essential for healthy plants.
At DeGoede Farms, the plants are grown in
nutrient-rich water under P.L. Light Systems’
HortiLED TOP luminaires with a red/blue (medium
blue) spectrum. They use only organic fertilizers and
no harmful pesticides. This hydroponic system uses
1/5th of the land used for conventional farming and
90% less water.
Today your food
travels nearly 15502000 miles before it
gets to you. Local
is fresher, faster,
and better.
Butter bibb lettuce
is their signature crop and each of us received a
package to take home. This lettuce can also be
purchased at Windmill Gardens by just asking.
Root & Bloom has welcomed some new
members and they are making us “oldies” work posing questions on growing, soils, fertilizers,
asking about plants. Getting us all fired up to find
the answers – then we all learn more – that’s why we
joined a garden club.

ARBOR DAY

In March, our National Wildlife speaker
couldn’t make it, so Lisa Libby led the group in a
rock painting fest of
ladybugs, tic tac toe
games, cactus
rocks, turtles &
more. The gals just
got their creative
juices going & had a
great time, which
resulted in a some new items for sale at the District
Meeting.

April 11th was Washington State Arbor Day
and Hill and Dale District garden clubs sent representatives to Frontier Park to plant a Kwanzan Flowering Cherry tree to join the others that we have
planted in years past. Thanks to Lynn Smith of Dogwood for transporting the tree from Todd's nursery to
the fairgrounds.

Our April program led by our much-talented
Lisa Libby was a venture into the world of wire
garden art. Lisa’s husband Richard and son Alex
did the prep work on the fencing wire, making the
columns for us to create our wire art. We used our
muscles & pliers and boy did we again shine – no
two were alike – so many creations. I think we’re all
ready to do it again, now that we’ve got the hang of
it. I also nominate Richard and Alex as our newest
and treasured members.

Members attending: Lisa Libby and Mary
Bewley, Dogwood, Roxy Giddings, Country Gardeners, Sherry Mathews, Glove and Trowel, and Bridget
Pilgrim, Carol DeMott, Rachel Jennings, Eddie Jo
Fueston and Kathy Johnson, Root and Bloom, We
were a lively group of diggers!!! We also enjoyed the
friendship of lunch at the Black Bear after our efforts!

Some of us got together to cut curly willow
branches for an up coming project. After that we
spent a long afternoon stripping!! OH I meant the
willow branches! Haha

Submitted by Mary Bewley, Arbor Day Chairman

Seven of our members spent a morning with
the gentlemen at the Old Solider's home in Orting.
Our club gathers toiletries, candy, batteries and such
as gifts. But they first have to win at Flower Bingo.
It's a great time had by all.

Clean up of Blue Star Marker Park
Armed with gardening gloves, pruners and
enthusiasm, Dogwood members made their twice
annual visit to the Dogwood Park to clean it up. The
weather cooperated with bright, warm sunshine and
Mt. Rainier showed up, too!

In June, our last meeting, we will be heading
south to Shelton, where we will tour Enid Roberts
beautiful gardens. The property covers 30 acres
where she has created many individual gardens, all
of them being different the last. We will have a picnic
lunch and enjoy our time in nature together.
Heading for the end of the club year but
seems like the busiest, with Convention coming up,
flower shows, weeding, getting to the nurseries, and
then more planting.
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March 27, 2018 District Meeting
FLOWER SHOW RESULTS
HORTICULTURE AWARDS
WSFGC Betty Belcher Horticulture
Roxie Giddings, Country Gardeners
NGC Award of Merit Section A
Debbie Spiller, Country Gardeners

Our morning program was presented by David
Droppers of the Washington State Butterfly Association. He was fun and informative on butterflies, their
habitat and how to invite them into our gardens. Our
afternoon speaker was Peggy Starr who gave great
tips on landscaping gardens, even gardens with
trouble spots.

NGC Award of Merit Section C
Jan Hurley, Garden Hour
NGC Award of Merit Section D
Patty Swanson, Country Gardeners
WSFGC Marva Lee Peterschick Arboreal
Roxie Giddings, Country Gardeners
Hill & Dale District Show Chairman
Chris Sheryll, Country Gardeners

DESIGN AWARDS

WSFGC Ellen Swensen Design Excellence
Linda Maida, Country Gardeners
WSFGC Carolyn Erickson All Fresh
Harriett Miller, Root & Bloom
WSFGC Carol Klingberg Educational
Linda Maida, Country Gardeners
CLUB POINTS

Horticulture

Design

Country Gardeners
Dogwood
Garden Hour
Glove & Trowel
Happy Thymes
Root & Bloom

118 (288)
13 (48)
43 (64)
16 (49)
0 (14)
92 (414)

48 (87)
1 (3)
2 (2)
5 (17)
0 (0)
42 (66)

Year to date totals in ( )
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UPCOMING
EVENTS for
2017-2018
District Meetings
Dryer Masonic Temple
306 134th St S, Tacoma
8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. for
entries
10:00 a.m. for meeting




May 22, 2018
September 25, 2017
November 27, 2018

District Board Meetings
Midland Community
Centre
1619 E 99th St, Tacoma
 August 28,2018
 October 23, 2018
Bus Tour
 TBD 2018
Pierce County Fair
 August 9-12, 2018
ECHO Deadlines
 August 15, 2018
 October 25, 2018

Save the Dates!!

Stop and Smell the
Lavender

Please bring a list of your planned entries to
the District Meeting on May 22nd. Mike Seiber will be
present to help enter into the fair computer system,
remember to include both the class name and variety.
Even if you do not know what the bloom will like look it
is easier to delete them then to add later.

Victor, from Victor’s Lavendar Farm in
Sequim, will be our morning Horticulture program on
May 22. He is happy to share his 20 plus years of
global insights and guidance as he has successfully
propagated millions of lavender plants during the
last two decades.

Check your calendars now, and please be
prepared to sign up to be a hostess during the fair at
the May 22 district meeting. Any questions, please
call Kathy Johnson at 253-847-4933 or Sherry
Matthews at 253-845-2555.

He will present a program on different types
of lavender, when & how to plant, how to water,
prune as well as growing tips. He is always in
demand for his consulting and growing skills.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Washington officially designated the coast
rhododendron (Rhododendron macrophyllum) as the
state flower in 1892 by the women of Washington for
the 1892 World’s Fair in Chicago.

Victor is happy to call Sequim, Washington
home for his inviting and globally prominent Victor’s
Lavender Farm.
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Editor: Anne Hartman
annehartmansdesk@comcast.net
PO Box 478
Graham, WA 98338

MISSION STATEMENT

SPREAD A LITTLE
SUNSHINE!
Do you know a member who could
use a cheerful note or card? Let
Doris Yuckert know and she will
send out a card.
dyuckert@centurylink.net or
253.845.8720

National Garden Clubs, Inc.
provides
education, resources and national networking
opportunities for its members to promote the
love of gardening, floral design, and civic and
environmental responsibility.
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