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THE DIRECTOR’S CORNER 
Hello Garden Friends, 

 

 Winter is almost over and spring is just around the corner, 

bringing birds singing their songs, and the sign of our daffodils 

showing their pretty faces. What a blessing this winter has been, 

with not much snow, sparing us from feeling the blues like previ-

ous blustery years. It's also been nice to have a little slow time, 

without the garden beckoning us. The garden is calling, but I’m  

not answering right now, as I wait for warmer weather to pull 

weeds and do the necessary  trimming.  

 The moss is not growing under my feet though, as I get 

ready to take a shot of Spring by doing  the Northwest Flower and 

Garden show, coming up in February. Hope to see some of our 

membership at this great show, which is also a great tool to at-

tract new Garden Club members.   

 A little birdie has told me that the clubs of  Hill & Dale  

District are full of activities for the next upcoming three months. I 

find it interesting reading The Echo, discovering what each Club 

is up to. I also think it is great for all to share in their programs 

ideas and joys. 

 I hope to see more members make an effort to attend the  

upcoming District meetings. Please read the Echo for more info 

on the upcoming March District meeting.  

 As I wind down my term as your District Director, I would 

like to give “Thanks”  to all who have given me support this past 

two years.  One of the greatest benefits I receive from belonging 

to our District is fellowship with the many wonderful gals that I call 

friends, whom I would never have met any other way. 

 So, let’s get on with the this New Year, and see what fun 

and joy it will bring to us all. 

 Let us be grateful to people who make us happy. They 

are the charming gardeners who make our souls blossom all year 

long. 

 In closing, remember to “Think Outside the Box" and “Put 

a new twist on utilizing recycled items”. 

 Happy Spring/Summer planting – Enjoyed your gardens!! 

 

Rosie Trujillo 

Director, Hill and Dale 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Feb 11-15 NW Flower & Garden Show  
  Seattle Convention Center  

 

Feb 24  District Board Meeting 

  10 a.m. to noon 

  Midland Community Center 

  1619 E 99th St, Tacoma 

 

Mar 9-10 Gala XXXVII  
  Holiday Inn, Everett, WA 

 

Mar 10  WSFGC Board of Directors 
  Holiday Inn, Everett 

 

Mar 24  District Meeting 

  Dryer Masonic Center 

  306 134th St S,  Tacoma 

   

  Registration  Sunbonnet Sue 

  8:30 a.m. to 9:45 for entries  

  10 a.m. meeting  

  Flower Show  Garden Hour   

  Tables Country Gardeners 

 

  Lunch:  Chicken salad sandwich  

  with chicken noodle soup & chips 

 

  Morning Program:  Greg & Gary  

  from The Old Goat Farm will be pre-

  senting new and exciting spring  

  blooms launched  at the Northwest  

  Flower & Garden Show.   

  Afternoon Design Program:   

  Potpourri of Designers 

 

Apr 30  District Workshop 

  Dryer Masonic Hall 

   306 34th St S, Tacoma 

  **See Page 8 for details 
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CLUB NEWS! 
ROOT & BLOOM 

 The motto, Be Prepared, may be part of the Boy 

Scout’s slogan, but Root & Bloomers sometimes have to rise to 

the occasion, too. Such was the case when October’s weather 

put paid *to our field trip to the Yashiro Japanese Garden, and 

the Washington State Capitol Conservatory. Instead, Bloomer  

president Harriet Miller was able to spontaneously put on a  

program about herbs, and various types of teas, with each 

member telling the types, flavors, or brands she preferred.  We 

also had plants for sale. Carol DeMott brought 

Smoke Tree starts, Roxee Daniels brought aloe 

vera starts, and Karla passed around Monk’s 

Hood seeds—proof-positive we are definitely 

looking forward to next year’s gardens. Our 

Garden therapy at the Orting Soldier’s Home is over until spring  

but October is the month we make plans to decorate a room at 

the Meeker Mansion for Christmas (this year it was the maid’s 

room). 

 By November, with the Meeker Man-

sion project underway, we turned our atten-

tion to finding a theme for the Workshop raffle  

basket. From there we discussed saving and 

sending our used postage stamps to England 

where they are sorted and sold with the proceeds of the sales 

being donated to breast cancer research, and to saving and 

sending coupons to the military for their Troupons campaign. 

 With business taken care of, we welcomed Fran Cissell 

who taught us how to make flowers using old plates. Doris 

Yuckert and Sharon Ketterman joined us to watch the fun.                                    
 December is the month we have a 

potluck and play flower bingo.  Between the 

raffle items and bingo prizes, it wasn’t possible 

for anyone to leave without at least one gift. 

But before the fun, we discussed the need to 

find a new community garden. 

 Right now, Craiglist lists free tomato cages, fill dirt, and 

a spirea bush, and Amazon has a coupon from Windmill Gar-

dens where $20-will-buy-you-$40-worth-of-merchandise.  

By the time this is published, primroses will no doubt be out and 

ready for purchase all over town. Yay! The days are  

getting longer.      

 Karla Stover, Secretary  

 

 Regarding the Echo’s article on Walla Walls Sweet on-

ions, Judy Strickland says you can extend their life by dropping 

them individually down the leg of an old nylon stocking, tying a 

knot between each onion, and hanging the stocking up so air 

can circulate around it. 

 *“Put paid to” is believed to come from the practice of 

book-keepers writing or stamping "Paid" on bills when the pa-

perwork for a sale was completed. It dates to the early 20
th
 cen-

tury. 

DOGWOOD CLUB ACTIONS: 

 Winter slow down???   NO!!  There is so much go-

ing on!!   

November:  Hard to believe all those old seed pods and 

branches are so beautiful in Winter designs!!  Sharon Burlin-

game showed us what can be done with lichen…that can-

tankerous moss that is on everything.  A prize 

winning design. 

 Diane Mettler  showed us….. Who 

are they?, Where to find them?, What it sym-

bolizes? and Why it’s called a  “GREEN 

MAN.”  Their faces are copied from  the 12th 

century masks now and seen in many garden 

stores, clubs and buildings.  Egyptians said 

doing a good deed was doing a “green 

thing”.    Its face tends to represent the forest, 

not always green and can be scary. 

 Controversy:  Should we feed birds in the winter that 

also attract other not wanted animals around feeders and 

dropped seeds on the ground?  If not,….. then we should 

have trees, bushes, plants that birds can eat off of and sur-

vive.  They do eat a lot of unwanted bugs and insects 

we can’t always see. 

December:   Party!! good food!! Showing our favorite gar-

dening book.  That was informative!!  Bringing food for the 

food bank and a present related to gardening to share with 

each other was spirited.. The gifts ranged from air plants to 

a jar of homemade green tomato mincemeat. Hostess Mary 

Bewley always has a good story to tell us about her 12 foot 

Christmas tree. 

            Beautiful, unusual, awesome Amaryllis bulbs were 

the rage, it seemed, for this Christmas.  I can hardly wait for 

it to bloom   Oh ya!! it has  already started and grows over 

night.  It is chartreuse and maroon, already. 

January:  HAPPY NEW YEAR What kind of Hostas should 

you have in your garden?  Greg Graves, owner of the Old 

Goat Farm & Nursery, told us the incredible variety and their 

attraction to North America.  They have over 60 types in 

their Nursery.  Hostas appeal to gardeners because of their 

fabulous foliage.  They are not as delicate as previously 

thought.  They can make a real statement in borders, even 

the miniatures. 

             Hostesses Kathleen Owen and Jan Landry 

served delicious hot food on one very foggy, cold day! 

             Isn’t it amazing what a couple of spring seed cata-

logs and one sunny day can do to your winter blahs? 

              Sunset Mag., Nov 1024, pointed out the Albers 

Vista Gardens in Bremerton open to public in  June thru’ 

Fall.  Whow!! that looks like a good field trip.  Check it out. 

Sharon Aguilar 
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GARDEN HOUR 
 The days may be dark, cold and cloudy, but that 

doesn’t stop the Garden Hour Rowdies.  Even in the dreary 

days of November our club experienced a resurrection of 

sorts at the Edgewood fire hall. Joltin’ Jo Snyder shared her 

experience of bringing a pot of “dead dirt” back to life. And 

sure enough, we witnessed a miracle when she revealed her 

beautiful blooming azalea. The EMT’s have got nothing on 

us! 

 December brought blessings with the sale of our 

Xmas centerpieces at the district meeting.  This afforded us 

the funds to give back to the community with donations to the 

Salvation Army and Senior Meals on Wheels in addition to 

our annual Valley Community Inn gifts of cards and candy. A 

big thank you to all who helped make this project a success.  

Many, many lives were touched by your generosity. 

 We had two outstanding programs brightening our 

foggy days.  Cheryl Rhinehart from the Pierce County Materi-

als Recovery Facility gave a presentation on “Recycling Be-

yond the Curb”.  It was amazing to hear how things get sort-

ed, selected, cycled, and sold.  

 Our second speaker was Greg Cole from Wild Birds  

Unlimited on Meridian in Puyallup.  We learned the basics  

of backyard bird care from feeding to nesting. He gave us 

helpful hints on keeping varmints out of our feeders and  

nesting boxes, as well as ideas on how to keep birds healthy 

and safe. Can you believe birds bathe even in the winter?  

Brrr. “Dirty wings mean no flying,” Greg stated. “So keep 

clean water available year-round.” And “Don’t place your 

nesting boxes near a food source. It may seem like a favor to 

you but, how would you like to live next to a busy, noisy 

meeting place?”  Duh, makes sense. 

 Several guests have ventured into the “Rowdy 

Realm” lately. One was even brave enough to join! So let’s 

give a big “HOWDY” to our newest Rowdy, Carol Burk.  We 

look forward to many happy times with you. (And you can 

look forward to your new Rowdy nickname!)  

 

Kalamity Karla Hiers 

 

COUNTRY GARDENERS 

 

The last day of September, fall has just begun to touch the  

gardens.  Country Gardeners had a wonderful day exploring  

the soothing gardens of Bloedel Reserve on Bainbridge  

Island.  We all agreed, that we had a delightful experience  

and that we must visit again!  Linda Maida led our afternoon 

program for October meeting, showing us how to create  

miniature designs.  Everyone made a small container out of 

sculpey clay to take home and bake, then bring back to our  

November meeting for show and tell. 

 

Our November program was given by Sandy Walker.  She  

presented a slide show of her recent trip to Boyce Thompson 

 Arboretum  in Arizona.  Great slide show!  Linda Maida also  

Country Gardeners, cont. 

shared pictures of her recent trip to San Francisco where she 

attended a design show. 

 Country Gardeners held their December meeting at 

member Deborah Schmus' home for a Christmas potluck.  We 

all had a good fun time eating then practicing and deciding what 

items to bring for our buffet table competition the next day at the 

district meeting. 

 

Deborah Schmus, Secretary 

 

 

GLOVE AND TROWEL 

 President Lois Harrison chose “Gardening Is Fun” as 

the theme for Glove and Trowel this year, and the large attend-

ance at each meeting says, “Yes it is!” 

 Money is the necessary evil to accomplish many things, 

and the November meeting is traditionally our money-making 

venture.  The annual auction is fun, and profitable.  A highlight 

again this year was tickets to the elegant, delicious dinner put 

on by Fran Cissel, a true dress-your-best event.  Also available, 

of course, were other treasures galore. 

 You could feel like you were in Santa land at our De-

cember meeting at Esther Van Noy’s home.  Every nook and 

cranny was bedecked with red and green, and many of the dec-

orations reflected her Norse heritage.  The object of our gift pro-

ject was the Freezing Nights program – churches in Puyallup 

offer overnight shelter, and evening and morning meals for 

homeless people. 

 Watson’s chief education officer, Sue Williams, is an 

extremely knowledgeable, interesting presenter.  She ably an-

swered our myriad of questions at our January meeting.  Two of 

the most interesting types of plants she brought were hardy cyc-

lamen and hellebores.  Sue explained that the petit, hardy cyc-

lamen are cool weather plants, coming out of a unique, large 

corm.  The hellebores she showed were developed in Skagit 

Gardens, and an advantage of these “gold’ hellebores are that 

they are up-facing to easily enjoy these lovely flowers.  By 

planting a variety of hellebores you can have these beauties in 

bloom for many months.  

Hurrah!  Sherry Matthews received two awards in the 

horticulture section at the State Holiday Show for her beautiful 

entries.   1)  National Council Arboreal Award for her Osman-

thus Helerophylla  

  2)  Award of Merit (Berried Branches) for her Pyracan-

tha 

We all continue to wonder what in the world will be hap-

pening in our plant world due to this unusual weather, a period 

of cold followed by warmer than usual.  One thing is sure, those 

pesky slugs are lurking, ready to sneak up and to nibble on their 

tender favorites in your garden that will soon be showing up.  

Beware!  

Jan Morgan, Secretary 

 

 



4 

Dorothy Bean, Garden Hour,  and Linda Maida, Country Gardeners, have shared 

some photos of the lovely buffet tables from the December District meeting.   

Enjoy!! 

Buffet tables, the focus of our December district 

meeting was a rewarding experience in team work.  

Each club presented a holiday buffet table where 

each member contributed to the final design.   The 

results showcased the talents of each club, from 

Christmas to New Years.  We would have been 

thrilled to be invited to any club’s dinner!  

 

Congratulations to Root & Bloom!  Their very elegant 

white and gold table won the People’s Choice Award. 

 

As flower show chairman I am looking forward to the 

same positive participation for the upcoming flower 

show in March.  If design isn’t your forte then bring 

your best horticulture to share, or you might try one 

of the crafts to show your artistic side.  Sharing 

makes for a educational and interesting show for all 

of us. 

 

Linda Maida 

Flower Show Chairman 

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD 
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March 24, 2015  DRYER MASONIC CENTER FLOWER SHOW  
 

 

DIVISION 1 - HORTICULTURE  

Horticulture entry must be grown or in an exhibitor’s possession for three months. All plant material must be properly 

groomed, conditioned and named. More than one entry may be made in each class or subclass if of a different variety or 

color. Wedging is permitted; a small inconspicuous piece of material may be used in the neck of the container only to 

prop or wedge the exhibit upright.  
 

Each exhibitor will supply their own transparent containers. 

Put your name and your club name on each entry tag. 
 

Rosette of Bronze ribbons: Best in Show  

Rosette of Peach, White and Green ribbons: MarvaLee Peteerschick Award  Best flowering branch  Class 4 

Rosette of Orange Ribbons:  2 Awards of Merit  Class 1 & Class 5  

 
Class 1  DAFFODILS Narcissus 1 stem  

  a. Trumpet, trumpet equal to length of perianth  

   1. all 1 color  2. bi-color  

  b. Short cup, cup not more than 1/3 length of perianth  

  c. Long cup, cup more than 1/3 but less than equal to length of perianth  

  d. Doubles  

  e. Miniatures 3 stems  

  f. Any other  

 

Class 2  TULIPA, Tulip 1 stem with foliage attached  

   a. single  b. double  c. any other  

  

Class 3  ANY OTHER FLOWERING BULB  

   a. 1 stem if large flower   b. 3 stems if small flower  

  

Class 4.  FLOWERING SHRUBS OR TREES 1 stem or spray not over 24”  

   a. Pieris, Andromeda  

   b. Rhododendron , Azalea, 1 spray  

   c. Camellia foliage attached  

   d Chaenomeles, Flowering Quince  

   e. Forsythia  

   f.  Rhododendron 

    1.  One collar (whorl) 2.  Any other 

   g.  Skimmia 

   h.  Any other 

    

 

Class 5  PERENNIALS  

   a. 1 stem if large flower   b. 3 stems if small flower  

 

Class 6  ANY OTHER WORTHY SPECIMEN 1 stem, in bloom, not listed above  

 

Class 7  POTTED PLANTS, INDOOR  
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DIVISION II - DESIGN     “OVER THE RAINBOW” 

 

 No artificial flowers or foliage.  

 Fresh plant material emphasized.  

 Accessories allowed unless otherwise stated.  

 One entry to a class or sub-class.  

 Put your name and club on each entry tag.  

  

 

Rosette of Purple ribbons: Best of Show Classes 1—4  

Small rosette of Blue & White ribbons: Best of Show class 6  

Rosette of Purple and Cream ribbons: Novice Award class 5  

 

 

Class 1.  “Double Rainbow” - Using two containers  

 

Class 2.  “Rainbow Riot”  -  Designers choice 

 

Class 3.  “Hitch Your Wagon to a Rainbow” - Designers choice  

 

Class 4   “Rainy Day”  -  Underwater Design*  P212 Handbook 

 

Class 5.  “Pot of Gold”  -   NOVICE ONLY  -  Designers Choice using bold colors. A novice is a designer who 

  has won no more than 5 blue ribbons.  

 

Class 6.  “Dew Drops”  -  Small design over 5” but under 8”  

   A. Fresh  B. Combination  

 

CRAFTS:   BEST CRAFT AWARD  Rosette of Red and White Ribbons 

 

Using plant material to combine horticulture, design and craft work to add interest. May be fresh or a combination of 

plant material.  

 

Class 7.  “Inside Rain”  -  Decorated house plant watering can, 8” at top of handle  

 

*  Underwater Design:  A creative design having components, including some or all plant material submerged in water 

to create interest. 

 

 

 

 

Any additional questions?  

Call or email Sherry Matthews  

sherrytom41@comcast.net  

253-845-2555  

or  

Linda Maida  

linda.maida@yahoo.com 253-389-2609.  
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General Rules  

 

1. All entries to be made between 8:30 and 9:45  

2. Judging will begin at 10:00AM. Rules for judging will be in accordance with the NGC Handbook for Flower Shows. 

Standard system of awarding is used, Judge’s decisions are final.  

3. Entry to include club and exhibitor’s name.  

4. Members of Hill & Dale District or student judge’s requiring credits may enter.  

 

Horticulture Rules  

 

1. Exhibitors may enter more than one exhibit per class, if each is a different genus, species, variety, cultivar, type, size 

or color.  

2. All cut exhibits must be fresh and grown by the exhibitor. Container-grown plants must have been in exhibitor’s  

possession for at least 90 days, combination plantings, in the possession of the exhibitor and growing together for at 

least 6 weeks.  

3. All specimens must be properly named. Include genera, species, and variety if possible.  

4. Containers (clear or clear green) glass to be furnished by the exhibitor. Wedging is permitted. Suggested material 

plastic wrap, Styrofoam-may be visible but not detracting.  

5. Only fresh untreated plant material is accepted. No plant material from the state noxious weed list will be accepted.  

6. All horticulture exhibits will be classified and placed by committee  

7. Scale of points HB pages 297-302  

8. Rosette of Bronze ribbons: Best in Show  

 

Design Rules  

 

1. Exhibitor may enter more than one class, but only one design per class.  

2. Fresh plant material emphasized and must never be treated, dry plant material may be treated.  

3. No artificial plant material permitted.  

4. Accessories allowed unless otherwise stated.  

5. Scale of points HB page 303  

6. Designer’s choice: designer has complete choice of components and plant material.  

7. Rosette of Purple ribbons: Best of Show Classes 1-4  

8. Small rosette of Blue and White ribbons: Best of Show in class  

6 a AND 6 b  

9. Best novice class 5  

 

Artistic Crafts  

 

1. All exhibits must contain some plant material, fresh and or dried.  

2. Artificial plant material in not permitted.  

3. Scale of points HB page 304  

4. Rosette of Red and White Ribbons  
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Editor:  Anne Hartman 

annehartmansdesk@comcast.net 

PO Box 478 

Graham, WA 98338 

Hill & Dale District Presents  

“Not For the Weak of Heart”  

31st Annual Workshop  
April 30th 2015  --  8:30 a.m. to 2:15 p.m.  

Dryer Masonic Hall, 306 134th St S, Tacoma, WA  

$20 includes 3 programs & a great salad lunch! 

 
There will be 2 horticulture programs featuring Strange and Unusual Plants plus 1 de-

sign program .  NGC creative designer and instructor, Char Mutschler will be bringing 

two other Oregon designers with her to present a “Dynamic and Bold’ and ‘Out of the 

Box’ design program. 

 

The horticulture program will feature Scott Vergara from Woodland Gardens with his 

carnivorous plant program.  Oh! What will the 3rd program be?! 

 
Register early!  Space is limited.  Please make checks payable to Hill & Dale and mail 

to:  Sherry Matthews, 2005 5th Ave SW, Puyallup 98371  

 

Questions:  Email Linda Maida at: 

linda.maida@yahoo.com  

 
Directions:  From I-5 take Hwy 512 to Pacific Ave Exit turn right (south) and right again 

(west) on 134th St. Hall is on the left.  

Workshop Notes: 

Set-Up  -  Garden Hour 

  

Kitchen  -  Glove & Trowel  

 

Kathy Toups and Judy 

Strickland will be working 

on raffle baskets and would 

appreciate member partici-

pation.  

 

If you see something that 

would make a great raffle 

item please pick it up and 

get it to the dynamic duo!  

 

Judy Strickland  

jasmum@comcast.net  

253-845-3946  

 

Kathy Toups 

52mg@msn.com  

253-535-9235 

 

Carol Burk  GH 

PO Box 1321 

Milton, WA 98354 


