
 

Echo 
THE DIRECTOR’S CORNER 

    In March, members of Hill & Dale attended GALA and 
the State Spring Board Meeting in Everett.   
 
Our March District Meeting was very informative and fun 
with a morning program by Eric Willacker, who brought 
many Tillandsia and related air plants for our enjoyment 

and purchase.  The afternoon was very entertaining by Larry and Deb-
bie Spiller. They brought some new ideas on design sculpture with 
wood and some members participated in a quick paper maché process 
on making sculpture containers. 
     Our annual Plant Sale to be held on April 27, 2013 will be a great 
opportunity for our members to get together and share their plants and 
knowledge with the public. I do hope that you all will participate in this 
fun event. 
     The Hill & Dale Workshop “Fusion” will be April 30, 2013 held at the 
Rainier View Christian Church. This is another “don’t miss” event for 
garden club members and friends from all over the state to visit, share 
ideas and have a good time. 
 
     As a member of Hill & Dale District, I look forward to the District 
Meetings to get together with my friends, see what they have grown 
and share ideas on anything and everything.  Design and Horticulture 
programs have increased my knowledge and ownership of exciting 
new plants, which brings me to a most recent problem that occurred at 
our March District Meeting. Cathy Pitts purchased a Tillandsia plant 
from Eric, as did many of us, but Cathy’s plant was not where she had 
left it by her chair, when the meeting was over. Perhaps someone 
picked it up in error, however as of this date, it has not surfaced.  Un-
fortunately, I must caution you all to please be aware of your belong-
ings. 
     The magic is still happening in my garden, as I’m sure it is in yours 

– hellebores are still flowering, M. Stellata is just about done, but lilacs 

are beginning to open and tulips and daffodils are standing sturdy 

against the wind and rain. Keep safe and healthy and 

keep planting.  

Judy Strickland, Director 

    MAY, JUN, JUL 2013 

 

Number 168 

Thought for the Day: 
 

Most people can make you smile, 
many people can make you cry, but it 
takes someone really special to make 
you  smile with tears in your eyes. 
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Mission Statement 
National Garden Clubs, Inc. provides education, resources, and national 
networking opportunities for its members to promote the love of gardening, 
floral design, and civic and environmental responsibility. 

District 



 

 
District Meeting               May 28, 2013 10 am  
Flower Show Entries        8:30am - 9:45 am 
Registration                       Sunbonnet Sue 
Flower Show                         Happy Thymes 
Table Decorations             Root & Bloom 

District Flower Show Results - March 26, 2013 
Dryer Masonic Center  

306 134th St S, Tacoma, WA 

       Clubs                  Average                                       Best                          
                                    points                                      in Show                              
                                                                             
 
Country Gardeners                   
Dogwood                       
Garden Hour                 
Glove & Trowel             
Root & Bloom               
          
    
Total entries: 
  
Horticulture — 75 
Design — 25 
Crafts — 0 

   
The ECHO is published quarterly by the Hill and Dale 

District of Washington State Federation  
of Garden Clubs:  

February, May, August and November. Subscription 
rate: $5 per year. Deadline for articles is no later than 
Jan 25th, Apr 25th, Aug 15th and Oct 25th, preceding 

the publication month. 
Debbie Jay, Editor, email address: 

djay71@live.com  

                SUNSHINE 

If a member you know could use a cheerful  
note or card, let Doris Yuckert know.  

Contact her at email  
dyuckert48@netzero.net 
 or phone (253) 845-8720 

 

April 10th, 2013. Eight of us from Hill & Dale District showed up to plant our tree at the fair-

grounds and lo and behold they had already planted it. I guess it was drying out and they de-

cided to put it right in the hole when they dug it for us the day before!  Anyway, we took our picture with 

Sylvie's token shovel and took ourselves to lunch at the Mexican restaurant a block away. Of course we 

never tire of getting together for a chat!  It was surely the easiest Arbor Day ever!! Kudos to members 

attending: Country Gardeners, Lady Jo Peterson, Sylvie Howard; Dogwood, Mary Bewley; Garden 

Hour, Lama W.; Glove & Trowel, Sherry Matthews; Happy Thymes, Cathy Pitts; Sunbonnet 

Sue, Sharone Ketterman, Doris Yuckert.  I apologize for not canceling the day, but no one called or 

texted me that the tree was planted. I am sorry you had to drive all the way out there. Cathy came the 

furthest—I am so sorry. Thanks to all who supported this project.      Mary Bewley  
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Crafts: None entered 
Design: Judy Strickland, Root & Bloom 
Horticulture: Margie Knudson, Country Gardeners 
Miniature Design: Linda Maida, Country Gardeners 
Novice Award: Chris Sherrill, Country Gardeners 
Best Flowering Branch: Judy Strickland, Root & Bloom 
 

ARBOR DAY REPORT  

Thank you for all your entries! 
Looking forward to a great show in May. 
 
Linda Maida, Flower Show Chairman,  
253-389-2609 



 

CLUB NEWS 
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COUNTRY GARDENERS 

GARDEN HOUR DOGWOOD 

March: Enough sun to put us in the mood to gar-
den. And for "things" to start growing. Marianne 
Binetti said, ' there is soul satisfying, instant gratifi-
cation that comes from cleaning up the beds.' And I 

say your first back ache wanting to do it all in one day. 
     Diane Mettler's program about the "Art of Staking" is still in 
my mind and I will use fencing horizontally for those Peonies 
to grow up through and not fall over this year. And she said, 
"Do it early." Avoid plastic and metal ties. Bad for your pets 
and soil. Staking plants doesn't have to be ugly. Much can 
carefully be invisible or "arty". So much to say about 
this topic!! 
     Are air plants once again the going rage? Many 
creative articles, as well, in the magazines. 

April: Irene Reed, a master gardener since 
1988, gave us "20 Tips on Keeping the 
Deer Out of Your Garden" A few tips 
1. Don't over-stock your garden with tasty plants.  
2. Plant pungent perennials as a natural barrier. 

(garlic, chives, mint and lavender, for example) 
3. Rotating repellents throughout the season. Keep the deer 
guessing!  Bottom line: Remember that nothing will work all of 
the time. 
     Dogwood Roadside View Park on Meridian was once 
again looked after, with clipping, trimming, picking up papers 
and cans by the Club on April 16th. Rosie brought the hot 
coffee and doughnuts, as a reward for the hard working souls. 
     Eatonville School will have their traditional May Day/
Community Day celebration May 3rd where Dogwood has 
their biggest plant Sale of the year. Our customers look for-
ward to it every year. Small decorative pots attract young buy-
ers for Mother's Day. 
     May: Plant Sales galore! We are looking forward 
to a trip to Velcor Gardens (previously Homeranch) 
and 125 swags to be made for Memorial Day at the 
Cemetery. 
      

How about all of us giving each other a knee pad 
so we can attack those weeds Marianne B. is talk-
ing about? 

 
 

Sharon Aguilar, reporting 

     Roll call for February was “My favorite valentine to re-
ceive.” It was heartwarming to hear some stories of valen-
tine boxes at school and different valentines received and 
remembered. Jana Whittington & Sue Miller are co-chairs 
for our raffle for the District Meeting in March & Jana 
showed some of the items that had already been donated 
for the raffle basket. Sherry Matthews presented a won-
derful program on miniature design & Sue Miller brought 
her collection of many interesting miniature containers, 
offering their use for anyone interested.   

 
“If you want to leave footprints in the sands of 
time…don’t drag your feet!” is the saying at the 
bottom of the page in our club handbook for March. 
Our club members are certainly not, by donating 

for our raffle basket. Many brought items or donated mon-
ey and Jana secured more items from various merchants. 
The nominations for next year’s slate of officers: Dorothy 
Bean and Nita Huber: co-presidents, Jo Snyder: vice 
president, Karla Hiers: secretary and Frances Nix: treas-
urer. Our club member, Nita Huber, presented a very in-
formative program on container gardening. She brought a 
container and told what type of soil and fertilizer are need-
ed & demonstrated preparing a pot. She had pictures of 
pots in her yard as she plants everything in containers. 
We had 11 members attend the District Meeting and had 
4 members bring horticulture entries and 2 bring designs. 
April brought showers of gardening activities. Jana will 
represent our club at Frontier Park for the Arbor Day 
planting April 10th. We signed up to help at the Hill n’ Dale 
Plant Sale as well as the Workshop April 30th. Members 
are continuing to bring and share daffodils as part of our 
bulb growing project. Our new officers for next year will be 
Nita Huber & Dorothy  Bean: co-presidents, Jo Snyder: 
Vice President, Secretary: Karla Hiers and Treasurer: 
Frances Nix. Our raffle last month was a huge success 
thanks to Jana & Sue. 
After lunch we had a sharing by club members on garden-
ing tips. 
“To dig and delve in nice clear dirt can do a mortal little 
hurt.” John Kendrick Bangs. 
 
 
Dorothy Bean, secretary 

       Country Gardeners are alive and well!  Our February, March and April Meetings have been well 
attended with sharing and learning from all members. President Linda Maida has instituted a new roll 
call: In February it was our favorite winter plant and March each member was to tell us what their favor-
ite garden tool is and in April our favorite annual to plant. It made for a lively discussion. 
        Seven of our members attended the Northwest Garden and Flower Show in Seattle in January.  A 
great time was had by all. In February we worked on our club project of dish gardens with a program centered 
around the appropriate plants for container gardening. In March we had a great program by Karla Stover titled 

"Moss Under Your Feet" and in April another program about birds put on by our own Roxy Giddings. 

Now we are anxiously awaiting the annual Plant Sale and the annual Workshop. 
 

                                             Secretary pro-tem, Deborah Schmus 
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   Root & Bloom members spent a cold day in 
February playing flower Bingo with residents 
at the Orting Soldiers’ Home. According to 
Shannah, they love Bingo, and the prizes we 

brought were a step above what they usually win. It 
makes the day to provide little, everyday things, as 
small flags, shampoo, lotions, and packets of cookies 
and see their pleasure. We made sure everyone got 
something.                      
      
     Our February program was “All 
About African Violets,” put on by 
Cathleen Graves, a senior judge in 
the Pacific Northwest Judges Coun-
cil. In addition to telling us stories 
about how she, an innocent member of the SaintPau-
lia society, was visited twice by the FBI, she brought 
a bunch of different varieties of plants. Who knew 
there were so many? And she topped the talk off by 
planting starts for those who wanted them.   
     
     In March, Scott Vergara, owner of Burley, Wash-
ington’s Woodland Gardens, talked about rhododen-
drons. He also brought plants, not just rhodies, to sell 
at very reasonable prices. Vicki Nelson, who takes 
cupcakes to the Tacoma Sportsmen’s Club every 
Tuesday, bought one called, of course, Cupcake! 
      

   We also had a bonus program when 
member Pat Yager put on a PowerPoint 
presentation showing the beautiful lilies 
she grows. Pat also paints and sells wa-
tercolors of them. 

      
     The April meeting was a workshop to 
create table arrangements for the District 
Meeting. It provided a time when we could 
visit and enjoy each other’s company.  
 
     Thanks to the Tribune extrapolating information 
about the club from their events calendar and creat-
ing a small article, two new people came. One joined 
and the other is thinking about it. Too bad it’s so late 
in the year. We also had a surprise guest when Larry 
Owens dropped in. His wife was out of town and it 
was too quiet at home. He clarified once and for all 
that, at least, for import tax purposes, tomatoes are a 
vegetable. 
      

Karla Stover, secretary 

ROOT AND BLOOM 

     The thing about being part of a garden club is 

that you just keep on learning!  At each month's 

meeting there is a chance to learn from the particular 

program, or from another member’s personal experi-

ence in her garden.   

Glove and Trowel's Janu-

ary presenter was Greg 

Cole, owner of Wild Birds 

Unlimited. Birds in our backyards are a special ele-

ment that many of us enjoy, and Greg had many 

suggestions and products to enhance that part of our 

love of gardening.  

      Our February meeting was held at Velma Wil-

liams home at Willow Gardens. Velma has been a 

Glove and Trowel member since 1966!  Imagine all 

the gardening wisdom Velma has to offer.   

     March meeting program, just prior to the District 

meeting, zeroed in on design. Several members 

brought designs following the District titles, so we 

could all see the creative possibilities and have certi-

fied judges from our group offer suggestions for im-

provement, and applause for elements well done.  

     Glove and Trowel was responsible 

for table centerpieces for the March 

District Meeting. Very appropriately, 

Lois Harrison, president-elect we might 

add, found some bright, colorful gloves 

and trowels to perk up the first-sign-of-

Spring primroses.  

     At our April gathering  we learned about water 

resource, such a central element to all gardening, 

either in times of soggy abundance or arid need.   

 The second most important part of 

garden clubs is friendships. Vicki 

Farnsworth, a Glove and Troweler 

since 2004, will be leaving our group. 

This summer she is making a major move to Mexico 

for health reasons. Vicki has been a major contribu-

tor to our group. She is a talented designer, innova-

tive gardener, and interesting presenter, as many of 

you know after seeing her program on Butterflies. 

Our good wishes will go with Vicki. 

 

Jan Morgan, secretary 

GLOVE & TROWEL 

    Why isn't chocolate considered a vegetable, if chocolate 
comes from cocoa beans, and all beans are a vegetable?  

AND 
     Wouldn't it be smart to make the sticky stuff on enve-
lopes taste like chocolate? 

 
"It's always darkest before the dawn. So if you're go-

ing to steal your neighbor's newspaper, that's the 
time to do it."  

~ Author Unknown ~   

http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&sa=N&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4GGNI_enUS531&biw=1366&bih=617&tbm=isch&tbnid=st3tGYbG-1AjUM:&imgrefurl=http://kusakirin.deviantart.com/art/African-Violet-133342245&docid=E-fXoTptU2WsTM&itg=1&imgurl=http://fc07.deviantart.net/fs47/i


 

DISTRICT BOARD MEETING 
April 23, 2013 10 am 

Midland Community Center 
1614 E 99th, Tacoma 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
HILL & DALE WORKSHOP 

                        
April 30, 2013 

 
Rainier View Church 

          12305 Spanaway Loop Rd S  
           Tacoma, WA 98444  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
WSFGC 80th CONVENTION 

“Around the Sound” 
June 10-13, 2013 

Silverdale Beach Hotel 
3073 NW Bucklin Hill Rd 

Silverdale, WA 
1-800-544-9799 

Ask for Garden Club rates. Reservations must 
be made before May 15th, 20133 

June 10—dinner choices are Salmon or Sirloin 
Steak Oscar w/crab 

June 11—lunch choices are Chicken or Shrimp 
Caesar Salad 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

AWARDS LUNCHEON 
June 25, 2013 10 am 

Meeting destination to be announced 
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Lunch: At the May 28th District meeting lunch will be Man-

go Chicken! 

SHOES! SHOES! SHOES! Once again we will be having 

the youth plant succulents in painted shoes at the Pierce 

County Fair. Please start collecting from your friends and 

families and bring them to the May District meeting or the 

Awards luncheon in June. Thank you!     Linda Maida 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

       J9BingFloral Design Services—www.J9Bing.com 
     Janine is a member of Root and Bloom Garden Club 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

May 28, 2013 
Dryer Masonic Center, 306 134th St S, Tacoma, WA 
       Flower entries are from 8:30 AM to 9:45 AM 
                         Meeting 10 am—2 pm 
 
 The morning program will bring us Catherine Walkishaw, 
who will inform us on how to use herbs that we gown in 
our own gardens. She is from Eatonville, an herbal con-
sultant and Master Reiki practitioner. She is also trained 
in the Usui Ichi Sekai system of natural healing from Ja-
pan. Catherine has an active clinical practice at the 
Eatonville Wellness Center. As an avid gardener, she 
regularly teaches workshops on herbal medicine and 
Reiki. 
    In the afternoon we will have our own district members 
Sharon Burlingame and Sherry Matthews give us differ-
ent views on miniature designs. Each will show how we 
can make these and how to use them in our designs. 
They will also have some of their mini sculptures for sale.  

NEWS AND NOTES 

UPCOMING DISTRICT PROGRAMS 

 
Dear Fellow Gardeners,            
 
We have some exciting news for 
you! As of January 1, 2013 the 
State of Washington began issuing 
a license plate with a large, pink Rhododendron 
flower on it: the Rhododendron Macrophyllum, 
our State flower.   
We at Meerkerk Gardens have worked toward this goal for  
almost three years, a long, tough task to accomplish. Eighty  
percent of the funds will be used to support the Gardens.  
Twenty percent will be made available to nonprofits in 
Washington State as grants in support of Rhododendron 
Macrophyllum and other native plants. 
 
For additional information, please feel free to 
contact me at 360-678-1912, or email 
Meerkerk@whidbey.net.  

CON’T 

     
ANNOUNCEMENT  

 
Smoke Signals Subscribers: A rate increase has 
been approved at the March 12, 2013 WSFGC Board 
meeting. 
Effective immediately rates have increased as follows: 
$10 per individual subscription 
$8 per member in 100% clubs 
The 3 year special subscription has been dropped. 
Costs have increased yearly to print and mail the mag-
azine. Advertising and subscription rates have not kept 
up. Rates have not been increased since 2003 and it 
is still a great value for a full color magazine! 



 

The PIERCE COUNTY FAIR ASSOCIATION will celebrate the 66th annual 
PIERCE COUNTY FAIR, August 8-11-, 2013. 

 
Join us at our yearly celebration of rural life, agriculture and good ol’ family val-
ues. Enjoy a wide selection of Fair food, free entertainment acts and attrac-
tions as well as rides for the children and craft booths too. 
Thursday—Saturday: 10 am—10 pm, Sunday: 10 am—6 pm  
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NEWS AND NOTES CON’T 

 
 
 

Spread the laughter 
Share the cheer 
Let's be happy 

While we're here! 

               ECHO EMAIL REMINDER!!! 
If you change your email address please put 
ECHO in the subject line. Thank you, Debbie 
Jay, Editor 
 

CHECK IT OUT! 

 

Nation Garden Club— www.gardenclub.org   
WSFGC— www.wagardens.com 
Hill & Dale District— www.hillanddaledistrict.weebly.com 
WSU Master Gardeners— www.gardening.wsu.edu 
Gardener’s Supply Co— www.gardeners.com   
The Creative Gardener— www.thecreativegardener.com 
Watson’s Greenhouse— www.watsonsgreenhouse.com  
Windmill Gardens— www.windmillgarden.com 
Lakewold Gardens— www.lakewoldgardens.org 
Specialty Nursery Guide— specialtynurseries.org 
Plan some summer here! WA State Events Calendar—  
www.experiencewa.com/events 

Help Wanted 
 

“RainShine” still needs helpers in many areas including registration, sales, flower room, information desk, table as-
signments and table hostesses. If you want to attend any part of the convention you must register and pay the $10 
registration fee and the cost of any meals or  tours. Seminars are included with the registration. 
 
If you are planning to only help assemble table arrangements, assist with sales, registration, etc.  there would be no 
fee and we thank you for your willingness to help. However, the opportunity to attend a NGC convention in Seattle 
may not happen for another 20 years.   We encourage you to attend some or all of the convention. 
 
Send your name, email address, where, when and availability to Sally Priebe, 17007 11th Place SW, Normandy Park, 
WA  98166  rpriebe2@comcast.net   
 NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE 
 
Jeanette Pruin, Chairman 
Sally Priebe, Vice Chairman 
Carolyn Erickson, Vice chairman 

“RainShine” 

National Garden Clubs, 
Inc.  

84th Annual Convention 
May 24-26, 2013 
Sheraton Hotel 

Seattle, Washington 

 

DESIGN CLASSES 
 

Starting September 19th the Hill & Dalers will be offering a series of classes in floral design; we will meet the 
third Thursday of each month from 10 am to 1 pm September thru May with no meeting in Decem-
ber. Classes will be held at the Midland Community Center, 1614 E. 99th St, Tacoma.  Interest in learning 
more about floral design is the only fee charged! Contact Mary Bewley at 253-973-5948 or email Linda Maida 
at linda.maida@yahoo.com to sign up. 

There’s always a lot to be 

thankful for ~ if you take the 

time to look for it. I am sitting 

here thinking how nice 

it is that wrinkles don’t 

hurt! 

mailto:rpriebe2@comcast.net
mailto:linda.maida@yahoo.com
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RECIPES for PRESERVING FLOWERS AND LEAVES 
  

GLYCERIN LEAVES 
  

Some people recommend a one-to-one solution, but generally one part glycerin and two parts water is sufficient. The 
water should be quite hot—near boiling—and the solution mixed thoroughly to keep it from separating. A small jar 
works well for this process. Before immersing the stems, allow the solution to cool until it’s no longer hot to the touch. 
You only need to have the stems in the solution, not the leaves.  
When cutting plants for this purpose, choose mature specimens. Depending on the thickness of the 
foliage, the process can take anywhere from a few days to a few weeks.  
Generally the best color is achieved by keeping the foliage in the dark throughout the process.  

                                                                    AIR DRYING OR HANGING 
  
The easiest and best way to preserve flowers, air drying involves removing the leaves from the flow-
ers, tying the stems together, and hanging them upside down in a dry, dark, well-ventilated place to 
dry out for at least 15-20 days. Depending on the flower, they can be picked while they are still buds, 
or fully bloomed. Avoid keeping them in basements, porches and garages where there might be 
moisture content. Try keeping them in an attic, a closet or a pantry. Flowers that are suitable for air 
drying include hydrangeas, baby’s breath, salvia, amaranth, and most of the ‘everlasting’ varieties of 

flowers.  
 

MICROWAVE DRYING 
  
This is a variant of the silica gel drying process. Silica gel is available in most florist shops and garden centers. Flow-
ers, if treated correctly, hold nearly identical color after the preserving process. The flower and silica gel are put in a 
container, and are microwaved, then left to cool for at least 4 hours. This helps the flowers retain their shape and 
form. Proceed with caution with this method, since it is relatively new.  
  
Flowers suitable for microwave drying include brightly colored flowers like roses, violets, dahlias and zinnias. 
 
 

HOME REMEDIES for GENERAL FUNGICIDES 
  

APPLE CIDER VINEGAR  
  

This will help fight mildews, leaf spot, scab and black spot on your roses too. 
Add 3 tablespoons of vinegar to 1 gallon of water. Spray on in the mornings on any affected 
plants. Don’t do it in full sun as it might burn the leaves. Re-apply every 5 days or as needed. 
  

BAKING SODA SPRAY 
  

Many are familiar with this next fungicide. Baking Soda Spray. It helps against tomato blight, 
mildews and anthracnose. The last attacks plants as well as trees, vines and beans. Mix 1 tablespoon of 
baking soda and 2 1/2 tablespoons of vegetable oil in 1 gallon of water. Add 1/2 teaspoon of castile soap, 
mix well and spray. Hit both upper and lower leaves and repeat every 5-7 days as needed.  
  

PEACH LEAF CURL SPRAY 
  

Plant chives or other members of the onion family under the trees. You can also chop up chives 
or onions, put them in a blender and cover with hot water. Cool, strain and spray on the trees 2-3 
times a week. 

SOAP SPRAY 
  

To make your own soap spray use 2 tablespoons of soap flakes mixed in 1 gallon of warm water. Apply to 
infected plants every 5-7 days but no more. Too much soap can cause burning of the leaves and flowers. 
This is a great spray to control aphids, spider mites and whiteflies.    
 
 

All of the above are safe for edibles, ground water and beneficial insects  



 

HORTICULTURE 

     Many years ago I was given a Tillandsia aeranthos, commonly known as an ‘Air plant’.  They bear 
absorbent furry scales on their gray foliage that take up water from humid air and get nutrients from air
-born dust. They actually live on air! 
 
     These plants bloom reluctantly, but will surprise you with their erratic flowering when you least ex-
pect it, producing several long-stemmed clumps of pink and purple blooms. Sadly, the blooms only last 
about three days. 
 
     For the longest time I kept mine in the greenhouse and watered it with the passing hose – never 
offered it any fertilizer and only brought it in the house, to enjoy when it obliged with its colorful blooms.  
During one bad winter freeze I moved it to the house. I placed its wide glass bowl on the windowsill of 
the bathroom west facing window.  It enjoyed the late afternoon sun and moisture from the shower. 
      
     Having moved to share a home with our kids I now keep my air plant in a large west facing bed-
room window on the second floor of its new home. It hasn’t bloomed since we moved ten months ago, 
but I take it for a shower each week and return it to its place on the cabinet below the window about an 
hour later. The only draw backs in its new spot are the lower and higher temperatures and consistently 
less moisture. This is somewhat due to the fact that Tillandsias growing in the Central American rain-
forest can grow to four feet high!  Mine is only about ten inches high, composed of many individual 
stems with dried looking, C shaped mini ‘roots’.  

 
   
       At home in Puyallup, when our kids 
were in school they all used to ride motorcy-
cles on our hill during the weekends and I 
would repair the trails during the week for 
them.   
 
        One day, while at work on those trails, 
I found a dried piece of a bracken branch 
and used my pruners to form a ‘dinosaur’, 
complete with long tail and open mouth.  He 
now stands guard at the side of a glass 
bowl of Tillandsia aeranthos with his head 
among the thick and twisted leaves. 
 

      Caring for Air plants is easy as they are the ultimate low-maintenance plant. They do not require 
daily watering or even soil! 
 
     What they do need is light. Your Tillandsia can live quite happily indoors but will need to be within 3 
to 6 feet of a window that gets 2-3 hours of sunlight per day. 
 
     Give them water – once a week in summer and once every two weeks in winter. Take your plant to 
the sink and let it soak in a bowl of cool water for 10 minutes. Shake or pat dry with a paper towel – 
replace in its dish or container. Do not let it sit in moisture, it will grow mold. Should your air plant not 
receive the water it needs, it will become dry and unhappy, and then they brown up and shrink a little. 
If this happens to yours, soak it in water for 24 hours and it should fluff up and be fine. 
 
     Soak it once every other month, between March and October in a soluble bromeliad food.  
 
Let it flower! Your air plant will flower ‘occasionally’ – this is normal. After flowering it may set babies 
(small new plants) that sprout from either the top or base of the plant. You can break these little plants 
off of the parent plant and increase your colony. 
 
     Take your plant out for a breath of fresh air. They love being outside – under a tree or on a patio, 
with temperatures between 50 – 90 degrees, just NOT IN DIRECT SUNLIGHT.  
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MAY 28, 2013                      DRYER MASONIC CENTER                   FLOWER SHOW 
 
              ENTRIES NO EARLIER THAN 8:30 NOR LATER THAN 9:45 AM  
 

FLOWER SHOW COMMITTEE: HAPPY THYMES 
                                                              
                  
 
DIVISION 1 - HORTICULTURE 
 
Horticulture entrie must be grown or in an exhibitor’s possession for three months. All plant material 
must be properly groomed, conditioned and named. More than one entry may be made in each class 
or subclass if of a different variety or color.  Wedging is permitted; a small inconspicuous piece of 
material may be used in the neck of the container only to prop or wedge the exhibit upright.   
EXHIBITOR WILL FURNISH THEIR OWN TRANSPARENT CONTAINERS.   
 

PUT YOUR NAME & CLUB ON EACH ENTRY TAG. 

 
A Rosette of Bronze ribbons:  Best in Horticulture 
A Rosette of Peach, White and Green ribbons: Lou Herman Award: Best Flowering Branch  
 
 
Class 1. ROSES, Rosa 
   a. Hybrid Tea, disbud b. Floribunda  c. Any other 
 
Class 2. IRIS   1 stem 
    a. Bearded   b. Beardless  c. Bulbous 
    d. Any other 
 
Class 3. PEONIES,  Paeonia  1 stem 
 
Class 4. PERENNIALS & BIENNIALS 
   a. Viola, Pansies  3 stems, same variety, same color 
   b. Zantedeschia , Calla 1 stem 
   c. Aquilegia,  Columbine 1 stem 
   d. Chrysanthemum, Daisies  3 stems 
   e. Any other, 3 stems if small, 1 stem if large. 
 
Class 5. FLOWERING TREES & SHRUBS, 1 branch not over 24”, must be in flower 
  a.Cornus,  Dogwood    b. Syringa, Lilac    
  c. Camellia     d. Vines    
  e. Kolkwitzia amabilis, Beauty Bush  f. Any other 
 
Class 6. RHODODENDRON 
  a. One truss with leaves b. Any other 
 
Class 7. AZALEAS  1 spray not over 16”   
 
Class 8.  ANY OTHER WORTHY BLOOMING SPECIMEN    
 
 Not listed above (No potted plants) 
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MAY 28, 2013                                                     DRYER MASONIC CENTER                
 
             
 
          ENTRIES NO EARLIER THAN 8:30 NOR LATER THAN 9:45 AM 

 
 

“LET’S DANCE” 
                                       

 
DIVISION 11 - DESIGN    
      
No artificial plant material.  Fresh plant material emphasized and is never to be treated.  Acces-
sories allowed unless otherwise stated.  One entry to a class.  Put your name and club on 
each entry tag. Space allowed is 26” of a 6 foot table.   
 
Rosette of Purple ribbons:  Best Design Sherry Matthews Awards Classes 1-4 
Small rosette of Blue and White ribbons: Best in Show in class 6 
Rosette of Purple and Cream ribbons: Novice Award in class 5. Exhibitor must have fewer than 

5 blue ribbons to enter this class. 

Class 1.  “Stairway to Heaven” - Designers Choice 
 
Class 2.  “Surfin’ USA”   - Designers Choice 
 
Class 3.  “Good Vibrations ” -  Multi-Rhythmic Design, a creative design with emphasis on two or 
more rhythms in the design, each creating a different pattern and movement. Lines may go in 
any direction and may cross. 
 
 
Class 4.  “Big Wheels Keep on Rollin” - Designers Choice 
 
Class 5.  NOVICE ONLY  “Jailhouse Rock”  Designers Choice.  A novice is a designer who 
had not won more than 5 blue ribbons. 
 
Class 6.  “Raindrops” -  Small design over 5” and under 8" 
  A. Fresh  B. Combination 
 
 
ARTISTIC CRAFTS   
 
BEST CRAFT AWARD Rosette of Red and White Ribbons 
 
Using plant material to combine horticulture, design and craft work to add interest. May be 
fresh, dried or a combination of plant material. 
 

“CINCO de MAYO” 
 
Class 7.  “Mexican Hat Dance”  Decorated Hat 
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           General Rules 
1. All entries to be made  between 8:30 and 9:45 

2. Judging will begin at 10:00AM.  Rules for judging will be in accordance with the NGC Handbook for 

Flower Shows. Standard system of awarding is used, Judge’s decisions are final. 

3. Entry to include club and exhibitor’s name. 

4.  Members of Hill & Dale District or student judge’s requiring credits may enter. 

      Horticulture Rules 
1. Exhibitors may enter more than one exhibit per class, if each is a different genus, species, variety, 

cultivar, type, size or color. 

2. All cut exhibits must be fresh and grown by the exhibitor.  Container-grown plants must have been 

in exhibitor’s possession for at least 90 days, combination plantings, in the possession of the exhib-

itor and growing together for at least 6 weeks. 

3. All specimens must be properly named.  Include genera, species, and variety if possible.  

4. Containers (clear or clear green) glass to be furnished by the exhibitor.  Wedging is permitted.  

Suggested material plastic wrap, Styrofoam-may be visible but not detracting. 

5. Only fresh untreated plant material is accepted. No plant material from the state noxious weed list 

will be accepted. 

6. All horticulture exhibits will be classified and placed by committee 

7. Scale of points HB pages 297-302 

8. Rosette of Bronze ribbons: Best in Show 

            Design Rules 
      1.  Exhibitor may enter more than one class, but only one design per class. 
 
      2. Fresh plant material emphasized and must never be treated, dry plant material may be treated. 
 
      3. No artificial plant material permitted. 
 
      4. Accessories allowed unless otherwise stated. 
 
      5. Scale of points HB page 303 
 
      6. Designer’s choice: designer has complete choice of components and plant material. 
 
      7. Rosette of Purple ribbons:  Best of Show Classes 1-6 
 
      8.    Small rosette of Blue and White ribbons: Best of Show in class 7 & 8 
              
             Artistic Crafts 
 
      1. All exhibits must contain some plant material, fresh and or dried. 
 
      2. Artificial plant material in not permitted. 
 
      3. Scale of points HB page 304 
 
      4. Rosette of Red and White Ribbons 
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Hill and Dale Garden Clubs 
2005 5th Ave SW 
Puyallup WA  
98371-5633 
 
 

# 168 
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“RainShine” 

National Garden Clubs, Inc. 84
th

 Annual Con-

vention  

May 24-26, 2013 Sheraton Hotel  


