
 

Echo 
THE DIRECTOR’S CORNER 
    For those of you that were not able to attend our September District Meet-
ing at the new meeting place, Wesley Hall at the United Methodist Church, 
you missed a wonderful time. The programs were very interesting and enter-
taining. The tables are close to the stage, so you can see and hear what’s 
going on, and the food was terrific. Marvel Hood presented her award at the 
meeting for the “Best Attendance for the Year” to Country Gardeners.   
     
    Have you been out there getting your gardens ready for winter? Each time I 
start out to plant my garlic, allium, daffodils and tulips, I spend all the time 
cleaning up and no planting so far. I do have several things divided and pot-
ted for the Spring Plant Sale. I spent a good deal of time collecting seed pods 
too – please collect your seeds and save them for our Spring Plant Sale.  Last 
year Vicki Nelson prepared many packets of seeds to give out with each pur-
chase. This year we hope to do that again. 
     
    Our Civic Development Chairman has been busy. Linda Pempeck and 
crew worked out at the Orting Soldier’s Home a couple of weeks ago, weed-
ing and preparing a bed in a new area of the facility and planted 450 more 
daffodil bulbs – I heard the bulbs were monsters. Our THANKS Linda, to you 
and your helpers for your time and effort. 
     
    The WSFGC Holiday Show is getting really close. Linda Maida and I are 
both involved in the show, and will be in Everett for 4 days getting the show 
ready and attending the State Winter Board Meeting. I hope as many of you 
as can will attend the show and support our organization.   This is really a 
huge show for anyone who has not attended before. Last year, when I walked 
into the room, it was like walking into a fairyland of beautiful flowers, fantasy 
table settings all glimmering and wonderful crafts created by our members. 
It’s a wonderful way to get the spirit of the season. 
     
    I’m looking forward to seeing all of you at the District Meeting. Please bring 
your horticulture to show others what you’ve grown and bring designs –  
REMEMBER – we will have no judges at this meeting. We will enjoy each 
other’s efforts and bask in the fruits of the summer that provided us with our 
bounty. 
 

My warmest wishes for you and your families to enjoy the  

upcoming Holiday Season. 

 Judy Strickland, Director 

 

    NOV, DEC, JAN 2011-12 

 

Number 162 

QUOTE: 
God made rainy days so gardeners 

could get the housework done.      
Author Unknown  
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District Meeting    Nov 22, 2011 10 am  
Flower Show Entries       8:30am - 9:45 am 
Registration                      Sunbonnet Sue 
Flower Show                              Not Judged 
Table Decorations               Garden Hour 

District Flower Show Results - Sept 27, 2011 

Club names              No. of                      Best in Show                        No. of    Total     Average  
                                 members                 (Additional                            entries   points   points 
              5 points)                             H    D 
 
Country Gardeners                   
Dogwood                       
Garden Hour                 
Glove & Trowel             
 
 
Happy Thymes              
Root & Bloom               
Sumner Federated          
Sunbonnet Sue              
  
  

  The ECHO is published quarterly by the Hill and Dale 
District of Washington State Federation  

of Garden Clubs:  
February, May, August and November. Subscription 
rate: $5 per year. Deadline for articles is no later than 

the 25th of the month preceding publication. 
Debbie Jay, Editor, email address: 

djay71@live.com or 
3802 276th St E 

Spanaway, WA 98387 253-875-0080 

      
        SUNSHINE   

If a member you know could use a cheerful  
note or card, 

let Doris Yuckert know.  
Contact her at email dyuckert48@netzero.net 

 or phone (253) 845-8720 

      ANNOUNCEMENT        
 

Starting with the next issue of the Echo, it will be emailed for 
a trial run, as an Adobe PDF file for all who have an email! 
Now you will get to see everything in color too. This will save 
the District quite a few hundreds of dollars each year also. If you do not 
have Adobe, it is FREE and SAFE and a short download.  
Just go to http://get.adobe.com/reader/?promoid=BUIGO and click on down-
load.  Then you may print it out at home if you wish or save it in a folder. 
And be sure to email me, djay71@live.com, with any new or changed 
email addresses. 
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CLUB NEWS 

                          DOGWOOD ROOT AND BLOOM 

Root and Bloom started September 
with four new members:  Kathy 
Toups, a friend of many members 
from the Tacoma Sportsmen’s Club, 

Janine Martin, a new Master Gardener and friend of mem-
ber Rachel Jennings, Jeri Durham, who picked up a flyer 
and works at the Purple Geranium, and Carol De Mott, who 
found us through our website.  We had two other guests 
who discovered us on the News Tribune calendar but didn’t 
return in October.  One was in jury duty so maybe they’ll be 
back.  

 
The September meeting is when our yearbooks 
are passed out and we get to see what Helen 
Dowsett painted for the cover. This year it was a 
leaf of her Heuchera, Green Spice.   
 

The morning of our October meeting brought a shock: the 
DOT closed entrance to the Sportsmen’s Club while they 
paved Canyon Road. After a scurry of phone calls, the 
meeting location was changed to the Midland Community 
Center and started only forty minutes late. We are nothing 
if not versatile!   
 
Our speaker was the always delightful Larry Owens who, in 
addition to sweet peas and delphiniums, loves Penste-
mons. Ya gotta love a plant that grows in sand and rocks 
and doesn’t want watering!   

 
Last June, when we had a picnic at Helen 
Dowsett’s house, Vicki Nelson was fascinated 
with a sampling of bear scat left by a wandering 
bruin in Helen’s garden. To commemorate the 
event and thank Vicki for her work as president, 

Debbie presented her with a framed picture of the drop-
pings. Vicki assured us it will have a prominent place in her 
home. 
Five of our members participated in the planting of daffodils 

at the Orting Soldier’s Home October 13th. Can’t 

wait for spring! 

Karla Stover 
             

    Summer finally came and then I said…Yes my 
conclusion is that “dead heading “ is a gardeners ma-
jor occupation but it really paid off this summer with 
the petunias and pansies – and now the chrysanthe-
mums. 

              
Tip of the summer – don’t give up on those 
ratty, semi-dried up pea vines. Keep water-
ing and they will surprise you and keep pro-
ducing. I couldn’t believe it! 
     

1st meeting – Greg Graves of the “Old Goat Farm” 
and perennial committee member of “Great Plant 
Picks” is a must to have speak at your meetings. 
Knowing what plants are best for our area and cli-
mate, will save us a lot of money and heartache 
when things don’t grow. Just ask Greg! 

  
October is fall cleanup with an awesome 
mountain view at the Dogwood Park on 
Meridian for the club. Maybe someone will 
make rosehip jelly again from those roses. 

Loaded with vitamin C. 
    Our club members with the most attendance and 
participation points are rewarded at the end of the 
year with $50. Each stamped book shows what they 
did. 
    The Puyallup Fair saw hard working Rosie Trujillo 
in the flower barn. 
    Continuing design lessons by Mary Bewely are 
given at each meeting and we are learning the vo-
cabulary and breaking don the fears of entering de-
sign categories.  
    Congratulations to Debra Price, our new corre-
sponding secretary! 
    2nd meeting – Mark “The Pond Guy” from the 
Windmill Nursery wowed us with his home and 
ponds. Sack lunches were eaten outside next to 
calming waterfalls. That was one great field trip see-
ing many water features. 
    Kathy Bowman has an outstanding program for 
JR. gardeners, to get our young people involved with 
gardening. She is willing to share also. 

 
Our next meeting will teach us how to 
photograph our beautiful flowers with Chis 
Bivins. 
Now we’re preparing our gardens for the 

winter ahead. Never a dull or slack moment! 
 
Happy clipping – Sharon Aguilar 
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“Growing Concerns” 
I’m growing fonder of my chair, 
I’m growing thinner in my hair, 
I’m growing creaky in my bones, 
I’m growing raspy in my tones! 
I’m growing weary of my friends, 
Can’t burn the candle at both ends. 
I used to talk about theatrics, 
Now it’s all about geriatrics. 
I’m growing other things untold, 
But I’m NOT growing old! 
William Kellogg 



 

COUNTRY GARDENER 

GLOVE & TROWEL 

    Members of our club have been busy with flower 
show entries. Vicki Farnsworth won awards at the 
Puyallup Fair as well as Sherry Matthews. Pierce 
County Fair saw Willie Sliffe, Linda Pempeck, Lori 
Kase, Vicki and Sherry entering designs. At the Sep-
tember district show, Linda, Lori and Sherry won top 
awards. Congratulations to all. 
    At our September meeting, we met at the home of 
Esther VanNoy and Willie gave us an informative pro-
gram on three different types of designs. At each 
meeting we have two three minute talks on either de-
sign, horticulture or conservation. They have been 
very successful and those giving them learn the most. 
    At our October meeting Chris Beale, associate 
Planner for the City of Puyallup for Rain gardens gave 
a talk about how to put one in and the benefits of hav-
ing one. He is also a ISA Certified Arborist. It was a 
valuable program on conservation. The meeting was 
on the very sunny October 18th and some ate lunch 
outside on the deck and our program was given out 
there. We were at the home of Jan Morgan and we 
were able to enjoy her extensive flower garden. We 
also had two new members join us. 
    November will find 11 members attending the 
WSFGC Holiday Show in Everett. 
 
Sherry Matthews 

Sorry to report this—but these clubs did not meet 
the deadline. 

SUNBONNET SUE 

GARDEN HOUR 
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SUMNER FEDERATED 

We had a great start for our September 
meeting with everyone bringing a piece of 
horticulture to share. After the meeting 
and lunch at the Fire Hall we went to see 

Nita Huber’s lovely garden featuring containers of 
various different types of flowers. Lilly, gladiolas, ge-
raniums and many others. She has over 100 con-
tainers and also 42 bird houses – 33 of which were 
filled with families this year.  The hostesses, Nita 
and Jan Hurley served us cakes and coffee outside 
on tables decorated with cloths and flowers in a red, 
white and blue theme. 
 
    The October meeting found us discussing our 
beautification project for the Fire Hall and garden 
therapy projects for Valley Community Inn. After the 
business meeting, Linda Pempeck provided a won-
derful program on Bulb Lasagna which inspired us to 
go home and plant layers of bulbs in a container.   

 
After lunch some of us went to Valley Com-
munity Inn and planted 100 daffodil bulbs 
with residents helping. Afterwards we en-
joyed cookies and punch with them. It was a 
fun afternoon and the rain stopped for us to 
plant the bulbs. 
 

    The November meeting will be focused on design 
as members are all asked to bring a container and 
materials with which to create a floral design.  Mar-
vel Hood will critique designs. Hopefully this will in-
spire members to bring designs to the November 
District Meeting. 
 
Dorothy Bean 
 

    Country Gardeners got off to a nice start with a 
potluck at Linda Maida's. We made plans and en-
joyed her interesting, beautiful yard. The late sum-
mer made for more late color. As always, there was 
an abundance of food to enjoy, also. I was reminded 
that I forgot to include in the last Echo a recognition 
of the rosette for Best In Show for Margie Fellers 
who displayed a lovely branch of pink snowballs with 
a sentimental connection as the plant came from our 
late member, Ruby Glassar. 
    Our October meeting was at our new facility at 
Midland. Marilyn Goddard presented a photo pro-
gram on her trip to Sweden featuring Linnes Rashult, 
birthplace, farm and gardens of Carl von Linne (AKA 
Linneus) who is remembered for setting up a classifi-
cation system for biology. Sandy Walker supplied 
great refreshments. We selected the lily family as 
our focus this year. We will also study "bugs" starting 
in November. We were pleased to again earn an 
award for attendance at the district meetings and 
congratulations to Sandy Walker for her rosette in 
design. Next month will feature water conservation. 
Welcome to new members Vera Fair and Dianne 
Michaelis! 
 
Marilyn Goddard 

 
I'm always slightly terrified when I exit out of Word 
and it asks me if I want to save any changes to my 
ten-page (or more) technical report that I swear I did 
not make any changes to. 

THOUGHTS... 



 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Holiday Show   
‘Tis the Season 

 
The show this year is November 2-3, 2011, at the  

Holiday inn, 3105 Pine St., Everett, WA. Exit 193 off I5. 
Great designs, unique horticulture, and a wonderful sales room with 
Christmas ideas and gifts for your selection. Judges and Presidents 
have the schedules so consider entering horticulture or design and/or 
buying a ticket ($8.00 ahead or $10 at the door) to visit all the great 

aspects of the show. Show Hours: Wed. Nov. 2—6:00  PM to 9:00 PM; Thurs. Nov. 3—10:00 
AM to 4:00 PM. Shopping Hours at “The Merry Merchants Gift Store” Nov.2—Noon to 9:00 
PM; Nov, 3—9 AM to 4:00 PM. 
 
 

WSFGC Board of Directors Fall Meeting will be held   
       November 4th at the Holiday Inn in Everett.  
 

Northwest Flower and Garden Show 
Seattle Convention Center 

800 Convention Pl, Seattle WA 
Wednesday—Saturday 9 am—8 pm 

Sunday 9 am—6 pm 
For ticket prices, call 1-800-343-6973 or check out the website 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS, CON’T 

                     
 
                                                                                
 

 

    

                                  
                                           

 

 

 

 

                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

  

      

                                                                                           
                  

                 

By the Sea                   

You and me 

GALA XXXIV 

March 12, 2012 

Holiday Inn, Everett 

 

Contact Barb Vest for more information 

253-588-2014 

28th Annual 
Waller Road Workshop 

March 29, 2012 

“Something's Afoot” 

9:30am—2:30 pm 
Mark your calendars now! Be sure to check the next edition 

of the Echo for more information on the wonderful pro-
grams and purchasing tickets.  
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District Board Meeting 
February 28, 2012, 10 AM 

At the SE Tacoma—Midland 
Community Center 

1614 E. 99th St,  
Tacoma 

By the Sea  



 

 UPCOMING DISTRICT PROGRAMS                         DISTRICT FLOWER SHOW 

November22, 2011 
United Methodist Church 

  1919 W. Pioneer, Puyallup 
Flower entries are from  

8:30 AM to 9:45 AM 
 
Our programs for our district meeting on 
are as follows: 
 
It gives us great pleasure to have our very 
own Hill and Dalers presenting both the 
morning program on horticulture and the af-
ternoon program on design. 

I want to thank everyone for mak-

ing the flower show at our new 

location such a great success. 

Having all the design classes filled 

was a wonderful thing and the 

start of something positive. The 

horticulture was great and of superior quality, and 

wasn't it nice to have enough light to appreciate it 

all? Keep those entries coming! 

Linda Maida, Flower Show Chairman 253-389-2609 

 Everyone is urged to bring in their horti-
culture and designs for a NO JUDGE 
Flower Show! That’s right —no judging! 
We want everyone to see how easy it is 
to participate, especially 
for all our new members. 
So get out in your gar-
dens and check the list 

here in the Echo to decide which designs 
you would like to try and gather some 
great entries. Clubs will still credit too. Plus 
this will give you a chance to create a de-
sign if you have never done one before! 
We look forward to seeing a great show. Bring them 
on…! 

‘NON JUDGED‘ FLOWER SHOW 

WELCOME 

        NEWS AND NOTES 

Let’s be sure to welcome all 
the new members we have 
signed up in our clubs! It is 
always great to get some 
new faces and ideas to help 

with everything we all do throughout the year. We 
look forward to more entries and participation in our 
future plans. Welcome everyone! 

THANK YOU 

  
“THANK YOU" to the 9 hard workers that 
came and planted 450 huge daffodil bulbs at 
the Orting Soldiers Home on Thursday, Oct. 
13th. Sylvie, Pat, Debbie, Jan, Karla, Roxy, 
Carol, Jeri and Vicky. It was a gorgeous day 
with a blue sky and warm weather....Now, 
we will wait for spring.....Linda Pempeck  
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GARDENING HINTS FOR PRUNING 
 

Pruning plays a crucial role in garden maintenance. 
Whenever you make a mistake when pruning, don't 
lose your heart, as it's like a bad haircut, it's going to 
grow once again.    

                Life is that Flower 
Life is that ever lasting flower 
The flower that is always in constant bloom 
People are that dying powder 
That cause the flower to slowly consume 
People cause the flower to die 
Just as fast as those bees fly 
People don’t care about the flower 
They just care about the nectar it brings 
They care about the flowers sweet things 
Only a few care to keep the flower in bloom 
Only a few are worried when the flower is 
doomed 
The flower is life that ever lasting thing 
Life is something that is truly a blessing 
Once you poor that powder on our flower 
Life will descend and we will follow in a 
whirlpool of sorrow 
Because life is that ever lasting flower 
So treat our flower correct, and we may just 
see tomorrow  

Everett Smith  



 

ARTICLES 

What Is Hypertufa? 
Hypertufa is an artificial stone material that is made 
of several different aggregates and mixed with Port-
land cement. It is much lighter than cement but can 

still withstand harsh weather conditions. It is primarily 
used as garden art and is fairly easy and fun to make. 

Where Can I Get Molds 
There are all kinds of items that can be used as 
molds, everything from Tupperware to Halloween 
masks can be used. A lot of times you can find items 
around the house that can be used as molds to make 
some very interesting projects. 

What Materials Will I Need 

The materials needed include Portland cement, Peat 
Moss, Perlite, and sometimes cement coloring if de-
sired. These materials can easily be found at hard-
ware stores, bought online, or sometimes even at a 

Wal-Mart. 

What Kind Of Things Can I Make 

What you would like to make is pretty much up to you. 
Some examples would be Planters, Bird Baths & 
Feeders, Stepping Stones, and even Totem Poles. 
Make everything from Hypertufa troughs, pots and 
ponds to sculptures like fountains, spheres and stat-
ues. Or maybe you need a special bench for your pa-
tio. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information:  
   The Hypertufa How -To Manual by Claudia 

Brownlie, website http://
www.hypertufabooks.com/ 
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 SYMPOSIUM 2011, SILVERDALE, WA 
          September14 and 15 
    Attending the Symposium is required of 
judges at varying times to maintain accredita-
tion.  Our study at this Symposium was on 
Hydrangeas and Hostas with Instructor David 
Robson. Table Vision, Capsule Tables and 
Exhibition Tables instruction given by Instruc-
tor Jo Krallman. 
    Our sessions ran from 8:30 am to 8:30 pm, 
with lunch, dinner and breaks  squeezed in. 
On Thursday we started with the Design por-
tion, lunch, then back to Design Point Scor-
ing and testing from 3:00 to 5:00. 
    Our study of Hydrangeas started with the 
plant family – did you know that the Mock Or-
ange and Hydrangea are in the same plant 
family. There are six species- in our area H. 
anomala subsp. Petiolaris  (climbing Hydran-
gea), H. macrophylla (lacecap) blooms on 
second year wood, H. paniculata (cone 
shape bloom) blooms on new wood,  H. 
quercifolia (Oak leaf hydrangea) blooms on 
second year wood, and H. serrata (serrated 
leaf). For blue blooms, you should add Alumi-
num sulphate to the soil, and add limestone 
for pink blooms. As the name suggest, Hy-
drangeas prefer a continual source of mois-
ture. Most troublesome is pruning – if flowers 
on new wood, prune before new growth 
emerges in spring; if flowers on old wood, 
prune new wood if plant has winter-kill and 
no buds appear evident. 
    Preparing to exhibit Hydrangeas is difficult 
due to large leaves. Water plants a couple of 
days ahead to make sure they’re well-
hydrated. Cut when 90% of florets are open. 
Place cut specimen in warm water up to or 
covering leaves. Wood wedging holds woody 
specimens the best.  
    Those attending Symposium from Hill and 
Dale District were Sherry Matthews, Marvel 
Hood, Linda Maida, Linda Pempeck, Fran 
Cissell and myself. 
In the next ECHO, I’ll continue this report 
with the Hostas and the Design portion of the 
Symposium.  
 
Judy Strickland 

FARMERS ALMANAC HINT 
 
Animal pests don’t like strong-smelling plants. 
Surround your garden with marigolds, zinnias, or 
wormwood. Sneaky & easy: To keep out small 
animals, cut an old hose in three-foot lengths. 
Place the pieces around your garden. These fake 
snakes will scare away small animals  

THOUGHTS... 
 
I disagree with Kay Jewelers. I would bet on any 
given Friday or Saturday night more kisses begin 
with Miller Lite than Kay. 

http://www.hypertufabooks.com/
http://www.hypertufabooks.com/
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RECIPE CORNER 

Pumpkin Cobbler 
 
3 eggs, beaten 
15-oz can pumpkin 
12-oz can evaporated milk 
1 cup sugar 
1/8 tsp. salt 
1-1/2 tsp. cinnamon 
1 t. ground ginger 
1 T. vanilla extract 
18-1/4 oz. pkg. yellow cake mix 
1-1/4 cup margarine, melted 
1 cup chopped nuts 
Mix the first 8 ingredients together; pour into an 
ungreased 13"x9" baking pan. Sprinkle cake mix 
over the top; drizzle with margarine. Bake at 350 
degrees for 25 minutes; top with nuts. Bake for 
an additional 15 minutes. Makes 15 to 18 serv-
ings. 
 
Esther Van Noy 

Chocolate Zucchini Cake 

 
¾ c margarine                                       
2 c sugar 
3 eggs 
3 c flour 
½ c cocoa powder 
2 ½ tsp baking powder 
1 ½ tsp baking soda 
1 tsp salt 
1 tbls cinnamon 
½ c milk 
2 tsp vanilla 
2 c zucchini 
1/3 c chocolate chips 
 
Preheat oven to 325 degrees. 
Cream together 1st 3 ingredients in a large bowl.  
Sift together the next 6 ingredients in a separate 
bowl. Mix together last 3 ingredients in yet an-
other bowl. Add dry ingredients to the creamed 
mixture and beat well. Stir in the zucchini mix-
ture and then pour into a lightly greased Bundt 
pan. Sprinkle on the chocolate chips and bake 
for 1 hour.  
This is great to decorate for Christmas, with 
trees, wreaths & stars piped on the sides and 
top of the cake. 
 
Debbie Jay 

Norwegian Apple Pie  
 
2 egg whites  
1/2 cup all-purpose flour 
1/2 cup sugar  
1/2 cup walnuts  
1 teaspoon vanilla extract  
1 to 2 cups diced apples (I used 2 cups diced 
small)  
1 teaspoon baking power 
Preheat over to 350 degrees. Spray 8 or 9 
inch pie pan with Pam. 
Beat eggs, sugar, vanilla and baking powder 
in a large bowl until smooth and fluffy, 
Beat in flour until smooth and well blended - 
Add walnuts and apples. 
Turn into prepared pie pan and bake 30 
minutes. Pie will puff up then as it cools, it  
will collapse. Serve warm or cool with ice-
cream or cool-whip. 
 
Rosie Trujillo 

Pumpkin Biscuit Recipe 
 
3 c flour 
1 c mashed cooked pumpkin 
3 tsp baking soda 
4 Tbls brown sugar 
1 tsp salt 
 ½ tsp pumpkin pie spice 
1 Tbls shortening 
 
Preheat oven to 425 degrees. Mix together 
flour, baking soda, pumpkin pie spice and salt. 
Blend in shortening. Add pumpkin and brown 
sugar, mixing well. Roll out dough on a floured 
cutting board. Cut biscuits with a cookie or bis-
cuit cutter. Place onto a greased cookie sheet. 
Bake for 20 minutes. 
 
Sheryll Slayton 

POTTING SOIL:  As heard on NPR 
 
Screen 1 gallon regular garden soil.  
Put it on a cookie sheet, cover it with foil and bake 
at 200˚ for 30 minutes. Stirring will distribute the 
heat and help sterilize the dirt. 
To this add: 1 gal. Peat moss, ¾ gal. sand, 1/8 cup 

slow-release fertilizer & 3/4 tsp. lime. 



 

Horticulture  

 
 
So! Here we go again. Our summer is over and we must again face the months of winter in the 
Pacific Northwest with its short, dark days of perpetual rain and wind. My mind swirls with 
thoughts of my beloved shrubs and flowers again taking similar abuse to that of last year’s 
fierce winds and temperatures as low as 12 degrees here in my garden! 
 
Plant losses were considerable and heart rending. We try to stay on a cheerful note by saying 
that the loss “leaves a space to try something new”, but I DIDN’T WANT SOMETHING NEW – 
I loved what I had. Those plants that survived were damaged, some so badly that they only 
bloomed on the south side of the plant or not at all. 
 
Fruit was a disaster – we had only two Asian pears on our three trees, three pears on the Bart-
lett, nothing on my delicious Buckley Giant apple, and only one apple on the Spartan. Our 80 
year old Jonathon apple had NO fruit and I can remember years with 100# of shiny, red ap-
ples, frost nipped to bring a sparkle to their flavor.  The only fruit tree we have, that did reason-
ably well, was our Liberty apple and the deer hit it at its prime and left us only six apples, hid-
den among the leaves! 
 
Even the animals behaved differently this year. The deer didn’t eat the fuchsias this summer, 
or the roses – and that has always been a battle with them. This year we watched a BIG buck 
wander down from the hill.  He walks through the yard, looking neither right nor left, as he fol-
lows the driveway down to the valley floor and the blueberry fields. His huge rack of horns is a 
sight to admire. 
 
I was reading about chores to complete before the frosts hit us and they included cutting down 
old flowers, dried stems, broken branches, dead twigs and other unsightly materials. I beg to 
differ on that advice.  Actually all those things can remain to be cozy “housing” for insects and 
tiny critters to nestle in until spring.  Don’t clean too well, a little neatening up around the perim-
eters is fine, but mulch your flower beds with straw, sawdust, grass clippings, composted ma-
terials, ground leaves, and manure. A topping of shredded bark can make an attractive and 
cared for appearance in the winter garden. 
 
Don’t forget to winterize your lawn. Cut the grass short. WSU advises adding a fertilizer such 
as 5 Nitrogen – 3 Phosphorus - 8 Potash. 
 
Drain all outside water pipes – especially above ground systems. 
 
Drain gas from mowers and other gardening equipment when finished for the season.  Gaso-
line left in this type of equipment can cause problems and expense come spring. I say this with 
tongue in cheek, for here in our area an extended bout of rain, wind, and cold can suddenly 
change to a few days of comparative calm with sunny mornings and only a faint whisper of 
winter weather. Then we want to rush out and mow that shaggy lumpy lawn.   
 
So perhaps it IS impossible to pass the four worst months of winter without a break. Think pos-
itive – the rest of our country has suffered much more than we, with weather issues. Our win-
ters are never comparable to those folks around us, so we should appreciate and be thankful 
for our spot on this earth.   
 
Helen Dowsett 
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH                                                 NON-JUDGED 
NOVEMBER 22, 2011                         ENTRIES 8:30-9:45 AM
  
                 DIVISION 1 - HORTICULTURE 
 
DIVISION 1 - HORTICULTURE 
 
 
Horticulture entrie must be grown or in an exhibitor’s possession for three months. All plant material must 
be properly groomed, conditioned and named. More than one entry may be made in each class or 
subclass if of a different variety or color.  Wedging is permitted; a small inconspicuous piece of material 
may be used in the neck of the container only to prop or wedge the exhibit upright.   
EXHIBITOR WILL FURNISH THEIR OWN CLEAN, CLEAR or CLEAR GREEN CONTAINERS. PUT 
YOUR NAME & CLUB ON EACH ENTRY TAG.  
 
A Rosette of Bronze ribbons:  Best in Show. 
 
Class 1. CONIFERS (needled or scaled) - Must be ornamental (no forest trees accepted). One branch  
              not to exceed 24” 
 a. Abies (Fir)                d. Juniperus (Juniper)   g. Any Other  (No Douglas Fir or                  
 b. Cedrus (Cedar)                               e. Picea (Spruce)              Hemlock) 
            c. Chamaecyparis (False Cypress)     f.  Pinus (Pine) 
      
  
Class 2. BROADLEAF EVERGREEN - one branch not to exceed 24” 
   (without fruit or berries) 
 
Class 3. BERRIED BRANCHES  (other than Ilex) - one branch not to exceed 24” 
 a. Aucuba                            d. Skimmia 
            b. Cotoneaster                                    e. Any Other 
            c.  Pyracantha               
 
Class 4. HOLLY, ILEX   
 a. Berried  b. Foliage 
 
Class 5 . INDOOR PLANTS - house or greenhouse 
 a. Grown for foliage  b. Flowering (must be in bloom) 
 
Class 6. ANY OTHER WORTHY SPECIMEN    Not listed above 
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NOVEMBER 22, 2011                     NON-JUDGED DESIGN SHOW 
                                                                              ENTRIES 8:30 to 9:45 AM 

 

 

 

“WINTER WONDERLAND”  
 
 

DIVISION 11 - DESIGN    
 
         
 

No artificial plant material.  Fresh plant material emphasized and is never to be treated.  Acces-

sories allowed unless otherwise stated.  One entry to a class.  Put your name and club on each 

entry tag. Space allowed is 26” of a 6 foot table.   

 

 
Class 1.  “Sunshine on Snow”- white design 
 
Class 2.  “Cheers” table setting type 11 
 
Class 3.  “Christmas Spirit” Centerpiece, designer’s choice 
 
Class 4:  “Winter Memories” Designer’s choice 
 
Class 5:  “Snowflake” under 5” 
 
 Class 6:  “Santa’s Elf” over 5” under 8” 
 
 
ARTISTIC CRAFTS 
 
Class 7:  Decorated Wreath 
 
 
This flower show will not be judged, just enjoyed by everyone. We are doing this in  
hopes that members will feel comfortable sharing their designs. It will be the perfect  
chance to get your “feet wet”, so please participate.   
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           General Rules 
1. All entries to be made  between 8:30 and 9:45 

2. Judging will begin at 10:00AM.  Rules for judging will be in accordance with the NGC Handbook for 

Flower Shows. Standard system of awarding is used, Judge’s decisions are final. 

3. Entry to include club and exhibitor’s name. 

4.  Members of Hill & Dale District or student judge’s requiring credits may enter. 

      Horticulture Rules 
1. Exhibitors may enter more than one exhibit per class, if each is a different genus, species, variety, 

cultivar, type, size or color. 

2. All cut exhibits must be fresh and grown by the exhibitor.  Container-grown plants must have been 

in exhibitor’s possession for at least 90 days, combination plantings, in the possession of the exhib-

itor and growing together for at least 6 weeks. 

3. All specimens must be properly named.  Include genera, species, and variety if possible.  

4. Containers (clear or clear green) glass to be furnished by the exhibitor.  Wedging is permitted.  

Suggested material plastic wrap, Styrofoam-may be visible but not detracting. 

5. Only fresh untreated plant material is accepted. No plant material from the state noxious weed list 

will be accepted. 

6. All horticulture exhibits will be classified and placed by committee 

7. Scale of points HB pages 297-302 

8. Rosette of Bronze ribbons: Best in Show 

            Design Rules 
      1.  Exhibitor may enter more than one class, but only one design per class. 
 
      2. Fresh plant material emphasized and must never be treated, dry plant material may be treated. 
 
      3. No artificial plant material permitted. 
 
      4. Accessories allowed unless otherwise stated. 
 
      5. Scale of points HB page 303 
 
      6. Designer’s choice: designer has complete choice of components and plant material. 
 
      7. Rosette of Purple ribbons:  Best of Show Classes 1-6 
 
      8.    Small rosette of Blue and White ribbons: Best of Show in class 7 & 8 
              
             Artistic Crafts 
 
      1. All exhibits must contain some plant material, fresh and or dried. 
 
      2. Artificial plant material in not permitted. 
 
      3. Scale of points HB page 304 
 
      4. Rosette of Red and White Ribbons 
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