
 

Echo 
THE DIRECTOR’S CORNER 

 Our September District Meeting was a great way to start 
the new District Year. Our morning program speaker 
Randy Hynek, speaking on Community Gardens was 
very informative and knowledgeable. We enjoyed an ex-
cellent lunch served by the Dryer Masonic employees 
with cake provided by Sumner Federated Garden Club. 

Sumner Federated also provided the table centerpieces that were given as 
door prizes. These were gifts from Sumner Federated members to their fellow 
club members and a sad farewell as they decide to disband their club.  We 
hope that they will be joining one of our clubs and certainly we welcome them 
to visit anytime.  The afternoon program provided by the ELWAGS: Joe 
Dahlbom, Elaine Pinkerton, Debbie and Lary Spiller were delightful showing 
us designs using found objects with interesting histories and unique ways of 
using them. 
I had the opportunity to visit the National Garden Club Headquarters in St. 
Louis, the first part of October. Frank and I were given a tour of the building 
by one of the employees, explaining the reason for the location of NGC Head-
quarters in St. Louis with the acquisition of the 6.2 acres of land in 1954, a gift 
from Mr. and Mrs. John S. Lehmann of $55,000 for that purchase from the 
Missouri Botanical Gardens. The entry carpet runner is a sage green with em-
blems of all the state garden clubs woven into the carpet. In the meeting 
room, which is large with windows on 2 sides from floor to ceiling, the carpet 
is one continuous loom, with state flowers bordering all 4 edges. This room 
also contains various pieces of china and the porcelain roses named for the 
first ladies that were involved in garden club projects. This is a must if you 
ever have the chance to visit in St. Louis, MO. 
Looking forward, some of our members will be attending the Holiday Show in 
Everett on Nov. 8 & 9, 2012, as well as the State Board Meeting and Judges 
Council Meeting.  Hope all of you are looking forward to our November 27, 
2012 District Meeting.  Remember, this will be a non-judged flower show – 
you all are encouraged to enter and you all will vote on your favorites. 
The Magic in my garden has changed colors to brilliant purples, reds and or-
anges as all the hydrangeas, nandinas and peonies try to outdo each other 
and give the best show before winter.  I hope you are also enjoying this 
change of the seasons and looking forward to the holidays. 
 
Happy Holidays to you all!!!   Judy Strickland, Director  

    NOV, DEC, JAN 2012-2013 

 

Number 166 

Thought for the Day: 
 

"I had a rose named after me and I was 
very flattered. But I was not pleased to 
read the description in the catalog: 'No 
good in a bed, but fine against a wall.'"  
~ Eleanor Roosevelt ~   
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Mission Statement 
National Garden Clubs, Inc. provides education, resources, and national 
networking opportunities for its members to promote the love of gardening, 
floral design, and civic and environmental responsibility. 
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District Meeting    November 27, 2012 10 am  
Flower Show Entries        8:30am - 9:45 am 
Registration                      Sunbonnet Sue 
Flower Show                             Non-Judged 
Table Decorations            Happy Thymes 

District Flower Show Results - Sept 25, 2012 
Dryer Masonic Center  

306 134th St S, Tacoma, WA 

       Clubs                  Average                                       Best                          
                                    points                                      in Show                              
                                                                             
 
Country Gardeners                   
Dogwood                       
Garden Hour                 
Glove & Trowel             
Root & Bloom               
          
    
Total entries 
  
Horticulture — 134 
Design — 21 
Crafts — 2 

  The ECHO is published quarterly by the Hill and Dale 
District of Washington State Federation  

of Garden Clubs:  
February, May, August and November. Subscription 
rate: $5 per year. Deadline for articles is no later than 

Jan 25th, Apr 25th, Jul 25th and Oct 25th, preceding the 
publication month. 

Debbie Jay, Editor, email address: 
djay71@live.com or 

3802 276th St E 
Spanaway, WA 98387 253-875-0080 

                SUNSHINE 

If a member you know could use a cheerful  
note or card, let Doris Yuckert know.  

Contact her at email  
dyuckert48@netzero.net 
 or phone (253) 845-8720 

DISTRICT FLOWER SHOW 
Thank you all for your entries, we had all classes in design filled and great horticulture 

specimens. The judges were very impressed by the quality of our entries. It was very 

helpful to have a large entryway for classification and how wonderful to have all the de-

signs and horticulture separate from the meeting room. If you haven’t entered before, 

November is the time as the show will not be judged but we will use the opportunity to 

enjoy the efforts of all. 

 
Linda Maida, Flower Show Chairman 253-389-2609                       
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Crafts:  Judy Strickland, Root & Bloom 
Design:  Sherry Matthews, Glove and Trowel 
Harvest:  Deborah Schmus, Country Gardeners 
Horticulture:  Linda Pempeck, Glove & Trowel 
Miniature Design:  Sherry Matthews: Glove & Trowel 
Novice Award:  Pat Madsen, Country Gardeners 

Flower Show! 



 

CLUB NEWS 
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COUNTRY GARDENERS 

GARDEN HOUR DOGWOOD 

Starting Sept. 15th Dogwood helped EHS Dollars for 
Scholars sell slow growing/dwarfed shrubs form Bob 
Fincham's Nursery. Remember his presentation at 2010 
State Convention in Tacoma?  

This year's theme: RECYCLING IN THE 
GARDEN: 
Sept. meeting at the OLD GOAT FARM 
couldn't have been better with the speaker 
Gary Waller showing us how to- DESIGN 

WITH RECYCLED ITEMS. 
The tour through the garden made everyone say 
“Hummm!! Now I could do that with my stuff!" Gary's 
advice is, "Don't have your garden Art be so colorful it 
might become an eye sore and not Art". 
Totally inspirational, even after the ice storm disaster. 
TIPS FROM RANDY HYNEK, speaking about Commu-
nity Gardens at District meeting. ( 
+ The poorer your soil the more bugs and mildew you 
will have. 
+ Do your homework on Organic Gardening and you'll 
be converted. 
+++ For winter, clean up your vegetable garden and no 
bugs are attracted to stay. 
+Castor Bean Oil scares moles 
ELAWAGS Designer's Guild (at District) asked us if we 
knew what "Road Alligators" were. Do you? Fantastical-
ly used in designs. 
Oct. meeting at Chase Gardens, hosted by Ann Hart-
man docent for Chase as well, gave us a personal feel-
ing and love for the Gardens. 
Two perennial plants brought from everyone’s garden 
were the topics for "personal tips on dividing plants." A 
lottery at the end of the day let everyone take home 
something new and special. 
Cleanup of Dogwood MT. VIEW PARK was Oct. 16th 
and someone was eyeing the big rose hips for jelly. 
Many hands made light work. Hot coffee and doughnuts 
from the trunk of the car is a real incentive on clean up 
day. 
I thought I was through mowing. Ha! Now I 
have to mulch. Never a slack moment in a 
gardener's life, is there? 
Sharon Aguilar, secretary 

We had a great start for our September meeting with 
everyone bringing a piece of horticulture they’d 
grown this summer to share for roll call. We are look-
ing forward to two new projects for the year.  We will 
have a monthly environmental report given by a 
member at each meeting and also participate in a 
garden club growing project – growing daffodil bulbs. 
 
After the meeting and lunch at the Fire Hall, we 
again went to see Nita Huber’s lovely garden featur-
ing containers of various types of flowers. 
This trip to Nita’s garden was so enjoyed 
last year and missed by some members so 
we wanted to do a repeat. Hostess, 
Frances Nix, served chocolate cake and ice 
cream to the delight of all. 
The October meeting found us discussing the se-
cond stage of our beautification project for the Fire 
Hall. Members will bring perennials from their gar-
dens next month to incorporate into the planting. 
Sue Miller and Ann Percival gave a wonderful pro-
gram on Propagation with hands-on participation 
among members. 

For our bulb growing project, each mem-
ber was given 3 daffodil bulbs of different 
varieties and a gallon container. They will 
plant them, keep a log on growth, and 
give a report on variety of daffodil and 
growth details to club members.  It should 

prove interesting and colorful come spring. 
Hostesses for the meeting, Margie Van Volkenburg 
and Jill Lewis, provided a wonderful cake with a Hal-
loween theme. 
We were saddened by the passing of two of our 
members. Frances Veach, who was an honorary 
member, died in September. She had been in gar-
den club since 1948 and had also been a past dis-
trict director of Hill and Dale. Our club member, Lena 
Schatz, also passed way this month just 2 months 
shy of her 95th birthday. She had been in garden 
club since 1970.   
 
Dorothy Bean, secretary 

In doing our volunteer report for the year, we realized just how active our members have been in donating time and money. 

We will continue community activities when members again visit the Orting Soldiers Home in December, bringing 

cookies and tea and a corsage project. It is good to see many of Country Gardeners entering horticulture and design 

at the district meetings. Congratulations to Pat Madsen on receiving a rosette for best novice design, to Debbie 

Schmus for horticulture and to all of you who received ribbons! We hope that our Marianne Larson is feeling better, 

and wish Helen Hulse a happy 96th birthday on Halloween.  

Our Christmas luncheon is planned for December 3rd at 11:30 am at Oscar's.   Marilyn Goddard, Secretary  
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September started by welcoming new 
member Rita Salins and a discussion on 
pruning hydrangea. Jeri Dunham, who 
works at the Purple Geranium, had good 
advice to offer for them. The ever gener-
ous Vicki Nelson brought some sprays of 
Luneria, showing how to remove the brown cover on 
the seed pods to expose their semi-transparent, whit-
ish disks. She also handed out seeds. 

When Helen Dowsett moved she gave 
Debbie a beautiful Epiphyllum, which 
bloomed beautifully.  Several members re-
called Helen giving them starts over the 
years, which keeps her close to our hearts..  
Eddie Joe Fueston and Carol DeMott gave 

a report on helping residents at the Orting Soldiers’ 
Home. They harvested and cooked produce we all 
helped plant, of which the residents were very proud.   
Our September speaker was Courtney Sullivan, edu-
cation manager of the Pacific Region Center of the 
NWF. She was terrific and generously left a great  
garden bag packed full of  tools for which we held a 
raffle. 
In October we welcomed back Barb Hess who had 
dropped out for 18 months. Glad to have her return. 
Our speaker was Margie Brubaker from the 
Puyallup Fuchsia Club. She spoke on hardy 
fuchsias and showed how to trim them. She 
gave us starts and two plants to raffle off.  
We applied for a grant from the Tacoma 
Garden Club. The Metropolitan Park District no long-
er has the budget to plants gardens at Sprinker Field 
and the general manager would like garden clubs to 
take them on. Maintaining some of the beds there will 
be in addition to the memorial garden we take care of 
Central Avenue School. 
NOAA says now that the two-year La Nina is over we 
may experience La Nada—a period of unpredictable 
weather. Just as well for us to be ready with interest-
ing projects and for whatever winter has to offer.  
 
Karla Stover, secretary 

ROOT AND BLOOM 

 Summer, with the days and days of sun-

shine, was the time to enjoy our gardens 

and take a half-way respite from the busy, 

regular garden club activities of the rest of 

the year. The Pierce County Fair was a good time to 

gather, as we helped “make it happen”:  registration, 

hostessing and bringing horticulture and design en-

tries. Barb Patterson combined grandchild time with 

weekly upkeep, all summer long. She isn't sure if 

grandson Andy is yet yearning to be a horticulturist. 

Much applause to Barb and Andy for keeping the 

attractive plantings in tip-top shape. 

Our September meeting was in Linda Pempeck's 

extensive, perennial-filled yard, on a day of warm, 

late-summer sunshine. More applause as we heard 

of Sherry Matthew's award for 40-years in garden 

club, and for Emily Miller, who received 

her 30-year award. Can you imagine the 

design and horticulture expertise repre-

sented by these 70 years of garden club 

experience?   

Our October program was presented by Eileen Smi-

ley, our Iris expert. Speaking of longevity, she re-

members as a five-year old helping her grandfather 

with his iris, and continuing that family connection as 

her father worked with iris. Love of iris must be in her 

genes. Thanks, Eileen for sharing your care and love 

of these beautiful flowers. 

 

And so this year with Glove and Trowel 

begins. We're looking forward to the Holi-

day Show in November, and succeeding 

wonderful programs through our club and 

Hill and Dale District. 

 

Jan Morgan, secretary 

GLOVE & TROWEL 

GAME TIME! 
Match these National Garden Club happenings with the correct year.  

Choose from: 1929, 1943, 1945, 1958, 1959, 1977, 1993, 2001, 2006, and 2012. 
1. The Blue Star Memorials project was adopted in: 
2. Landscape Design School was first offered in: 
3. Our Nation Headquarters in St. Lois was dedicated in: 
4. The first Flower Show School was held in: 
5. The organization we now call National Garden Clubs, Inc. was organized in:  
6. Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl Poster entries numbered 21,975! in: 
7. NGC’s Butterfly Garden within the National Garden was dedicated at the U.S. Botanic Garden in: 
 
                                                                                                                                            Answers on page 6 



 

District Board Meeting 
February 28, 2013 10 am 

SE Tacoma—Midland Community Center 
1614 E. 99th St, Tacoma 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
         WSFGC Holiday Show ‘Celebrate’  

          Nov 7-8, 2012 
      Holiday Inn, Everett, WA 

Tickets: Pauline Gubbles, pkgubbles@gmail.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
WSFGC  

Board of Directors Meeting 
Nov 9, 2012 

Holiday Inn, Everett, WA 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
HILL & DALE WORKSHOP 

The 2013 Hill and Dale Workshop will be held in a 
new location! Much easier to get to, being very close 
to the 1-5 freeway and 2nd exit off 512. Be sure to 
mark your calendars now.                    

April 30, 2013 
Rainier View Church 

12305 Spanaway Loop Rd S  
Tacoma, WA 98444  
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Lunch: Beef Stew in a Bread Bowl. The Dis-

trict Board discussed the presidents—or an 

appointed club member—pre-collecting pay-

ment for attending the meetings to make it 

somewhat easier at check in. That person will collect all 

the tickets and hand them out to you. This is only an op-

tion, which is each club’s choice.  

Also since there has been a lot of confusion and changes 

to the number of attendees and lunch orders, please note 

the deadline is the Thursday prior to the meetings and 

no changes allowed after that time. If someone cannot 

attend, they will still be responsible for payment and if 

others can make it, there is extra food prepared and they 

can pay at the door, with no problem. 

Ideas: Everybody put on your thinking caps and 

let your presidents or District Board members 

know what ideas you have to help increase at-

tendance. And also any ideas you have for pro-

grams too!  

Board meetings: Every president is encouraged to bring 

their board to all the future Board meetings This will help 

newer people learn how the District works 

and hopefully get some new people in-

volved!  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

November 27, 2012 
Dryer Masonic Center, 306 134th St S, Tacoma, WA 
       Flower entries are from 8:30 AM to 9:45 AM 
                         Meeting 10 am—2 pm 
Our programs for the district meeting are as follows:  
 
 November programs bring some fun things to do. We will 
have “HANDS ON” programs.  The morning program 
brings us Iben Dransfield, from up North, who will create a 
full, yet simple wreath or lovely “green” centerpiece with 
fragrant evergreen sprigs & hearty winter herbs for greet-
ing holiday’s guests. Those of you that want to participate 
need to bring the following items:12” straw wreath, 
(purchased at Michaels, wrapped in plastic wrap, (do not 
cut off this wrap), a heavy duty crochet hook, garden 
gloves, garden scissors, enough evergreens, herbs, dried 
grasses, etc. for your own wreath and some to share, rib-
bon, cones and clippers. Iben will show us how to incor-
porate all these items in making our own holiday wreath/
centerpiece.  
 
 November’s Flower Show will not be judged. This is a 

chance for members to share their horticulture, designs 

and crafts with fellow members, with no concern about 

ribbons. Points for each club will be given for percentage 

of participation. If you missed the last meeting at our new 

home give it a try. You will be pleasantly surprised. I’m 

looking forward to wonderful entries from each club, if you 

need help or have questions contact me at 253-389-2609 

or linda.maida@yahoo.com.  Linda Maida 

NEWS AND NOTES 

 UPCOMING DISTRICT PROGRAMS 

 
 
 
We sadly say goodbye to Sumner Federated Gar-
den Club, as they have decided to disband, due to 
health issues and a depleted number of members, 
We wish them all well and invite anyone to contact 
another club if they are interested in joining. We 
have appreciated all your club has done over the 
years and you will be truly missed.  
Good wishes and blessings to you all.   
 
Hill and Dale District of Garden Clubs 

Red Cross  
 
The Red Cross invites the public to send cards of 
thanks and holiday cheer to the military, postmarked 
no later than December 7th to: 
 
Holiday Mail for Heroes 
P.O. Box 5456 
Capitol Heights, MD 20791-5456  

mailto:linda.maida@yahoo.com


 

Looking for a way to make your own Seed 

Cloth for planting in your garden?  

Here you go! A fun and easy project. 

 
SEED GEL 

Mix 1 tbsp. of cornstarch and 1 cup of cold water 
in a pan. This ratio ensures that the gel consistency 
will be thick enough to suspend seeds. Cook the 
mixture over medium heat, stirring constantly to pre-
vent lumps from forming. When the mixture boils 
and appears translucent, turn off the heat and let it 
cool to room temperature. Transfer the gel into a 
small plastic bag and push it to one corner of the 
bag. Remove as much air as you can from the bag 
and seal it. When the gel gathers, cut off the corner. 
The hole should be slightly larger than the type of 
seeds you want to plant.  
Use paper towels to get started. Dab the gel on 
the paper  towels and place one seed in the glob of 
gel. Check the proper planting distance for the par-
ticular type of seed and leave that amount of space 
between each lump of gel and seed. Wait until the 
gel dries and attaches itself to the paper towel. Dig a 
row in the soil for the seeds. Lay the paper towel 
along the row and cover it with soil. The gel will pro-
vide moisture for the seeds as they establish them-
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NEWS AND NOTES CON’T 

Game Time! Answers 
1. 1945  2. 1958  3. 1959  4. 1943  5. 1929  6. 2012  7. 2006 

Printing the Echo: For those of you 
receiving the Echo via email, please re-
member that you do NOT have to print 
the whole thing if you only want a cer-
tain page, such as the Horticulture en-

tries, Design, Recipes or any other page. When you 
go to print, click on pages and just enter that one 
page number you want and that is what you’ll get!   

           Drying Herbs    
    Author: Margarete Abel 
  
Drying is a marvelous way to capture 
the scent and savories’ of summer 

growing herbs, and its fun to do. 
The best time to cut herbs for drying is just before they 
flower, that’s when the aromatic oil contained in the 
leaves is most concentrated. 
The day before you plan to cut your herbs, water the 
plants and remove any dust from the leaves by spray-
ing the foliage. 
Be sure to cut early in the morning, and if you want 
the plant to continue growing, some leaves should be 
left on the stems. 
After you have cut your herbs, dry them by placing 
them on an open wire tray or tying them together in 
loose Bunches and hanging them in a dry room. 
To protect hanging herbs from the light and dust, cov-
er them with perforated brown paper bags. 
  
To freeze herbs 
  
Freezing herbs is a good alternative to drying. 
Use only the healthiest leaves, as wilted leaves won’t 
have the full flavor after freezing. 
Cut and clean the herbs and put them in protective 
packets. Plastic sandwich bags, plastic containers, or 
envelopes of freezer wrap are all excellent for freez-
ing. 
Label the packets and freeze. 
Frozen herbs don’t look as pretty as fresh ones, but 
they are easier to mince and they don’t have to be 
thawed or blanched before using. 
Frozen herbs will retain their flavor for over a year. 

SHOPPING! 

If you haven’t already checked out the National Gar-
den Clubs website store, make sure you do! They 
have some wonderful gift ideas—for friends, family 
and especially yourself! www.gardenclub.org   

Myth or Truth? Pinch off all blooms of annuals before 

planting. Myth! Bedding plants today are bred to be more 

compact with continuous blooms 

Myth or Truth? Put egg shell flakes (not ground too small) 

around bases of plants to help prevent slug damage. Truth! 
Grandma was right, slugs don’t like crawling over sharp 
those edges.  

Myth or Truth? To get sweeter tomatoes, add sugar to 

the planting hole. Myth! Sorry Grandma, wrong this time. 

Tomatoes can’t absorb sugar in the soil, they produce it 
through photosynthesis. Sugar content is predetermined 
through the plant’s genetics.  

HINTS 

*When cleaning furnace pipes or chimneys save 

the soot. Good to use around Roses and Lilies to 
deepen color and transparency.  

*Clean all tools after each use. Wipe dry to keep 

sharp and clean. In Winter wipe sharp, cutting tools 
with a cloth that has an oil on it such as WD40.  

http://www.ehow.com/how_7669140_make-own-plant-growing-gel.html
http://www.gardeningtipsandhints.com/herbs/drying-herbs
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RECIPE CORNER 

Christmas Apple Salad 

 

1 c sour cream 

1/2 tsp salt 

1 14 oz can pineapple tidbits, drained reserve liquid 

4 Granny Smith apples, cored & cubed 

4 red apples, such as Fuji or Gala, cored & cubed 

1 c coarsely chopped pecans 

1 c miniature marshmallows 

Mix sour cream, salt and reserved juice, whisk well. 

Add pineapple, apples and pecans. 

Toss with a spoon until well coated. Refrigerate until 
ready to serve, then add marshmallows and mix. 

20 servings, 1/2 cup each 

Chicken with Rosemary Butter Sauce 
 
4 boneless skinless chicken breast halves ,4 oz 
each 
4 Tbls butter divided 
1/2 c white wine or chicken broth 
1/2 c  heavy whipping cream 
1 Tbls minced fresh rosemary 
In a large skillet on medium heat cook chicken 
in 1 Tbls butter for 4-5 minutes on each side or 
until a meat thermometer reads 170 degrees, 
internally. 
Remove and keep warm. 
Add wine to the pan and cook over medium-low 
heat, stirring to loosen brown bits from pan. 
Add cream, bring to a boil and reduce heat. Stir 
until slightly thickened. 
Stir in rosemary and remaining butter until 
blended. 
Add the chicken back in the pan to reheat and 
serve with your favorite vegetable. 
Serves: 4 

Crab Spread 
 
1 pkg cream cheese softened 
6 oz crabmeat, flaked, fresh or canned 
2 Tbls mayonnaise 
1 tsp Dijon mustard 
1/2 tsp lemon-pepper seasoning 
1/4 tsp finely minced garlic 
Paprika 
Assorted crackers and/or vegetables for dipping 

Angel Food Pineapple Cake 
  
1 box Angel Food cake mix  (do not prepare-
just use the dry mix) 
1-  20 oz can of crushed pineapple  (do not 
drain) 
Put both of these in a large mixing bowl & stir 
well  (it will become frothy) 
Spray a 13 x 9 pan (preferably glass) with Pam 
and pour in the mixture  
Bake at 350 for 30 min. Or until the top is gold-
en brown 
Let it cool completely.  
Serve with cool whip, a great cup of coffee and 
enjoy!!  

Red Velvet Cake Martini       Yield: 2 glasses 

 

1 container, 12 oz, of Whipped cream cheese  

frosting 

Red color sugar for dipping 

2 tsp chocolate syrup 

1/4 cup cake flavored vodka 

1/4 cup crème de cacao 

6 Tbls buttermilk 

1-2 drops red food coloring 

Crushed ice 

Dip the rims in the frosting, then the red sugar.  

Drizzle 1 tsp syrup in bottom of each glass and  

refrigerate. Fill a cocktail shaker half way with ice. 

Add vodka, crème de cacao, buttermilk and red  

food color. Cover, shake well and pour into chilled 

glasses and serve. 

After Dinner Coffee 
 
Brew a fresh pot of good coffee 
Serve with 1 oz of Irish Cream 
in an 8 oz cup. 
 



 

HORTICULTURE 

One way to make certain a plant grow, really grow, is to cut them back almost to the ground each year.  
This type of radical pruning, called stooling, leaves a low stump, or stool of branches, that remains 
after pruning. Sounds quite radical, but results in lush new growth that will mature into a spectacular 
display of foliage, flowers, and fruit. This is also a great way to grow large plants in a small area.  
Stooling is seldom practiced here in America but is common in British and other European gardens. 
 
Practice stooling only on trees and shrubs that produce suckers at their base. You can get the needed 
information from any good reference book on propagation. 
Stooling is a simple, but productive, procedure. During the early part of the dormant season, cut back 
the suckers, leaving 1 to 2 inches above the ground level. The following spring earth-up any shoots as 
soon as they are 6 inches tall, drawing the soil up around the sucker. Work the soil down between the 
shoots. Do not delay the earthing as they grow, for excluding light from the plant at an early 
age is critical. Continue to earth-up the shoots until each is buried to about 9 inches. At this 
point no further care is needed now, unless the summer is VERY dry, then you will have to 
water the plant to encourage roots production. Just keep the soil moist, not wet. 
 
In early winter, after the leaves have fallen and the shoots are dormant, gently uncover the soil to the 
original level, exposing the stool and its shoots. The base of each stool will have produced roots. Cut 
the rooted layers from the parent stool, replanting then at once, and label. Clean excess soil from 
around the stool, leaving it fully exposed to light and air so that it will break buds for the next season 
and the whole process can be repeated. 
If it is desired to stool just one shrub, already in place, do a general pruning to clean out its center and 
remove dead wood. Then in early spring, prune each branch to a point about ¼ inch above an outward
-facing, swelling bud. Be careful to make a clean cut at a 45 degree angle to the stem, without tearing 
any bark. That is all there is to it! 
 
Plants that flower and fruit on new wood, produce more flowers and fruit after stooling. Glossy Abelia 
(Abelia x grandiflora) is one example. This shrub will smother its new branches with ¾ inch wide, pink 
trumpets, midsummer through autumn, while the darker rose sepals carry on well beyond the first 
frost.  Callicarpa japonica (Beautyberry) is another shrub that produces flowers and fruit more heavily 
when pruned in the stooling manner. 

 
Since stooling promotes vigorous new growth, stooled plants produce significantly larger foli-
age that is more dramatic, giving the plant more of a tropical look, Paulownia tomentosa 
(Princess Tree) will produce enormous leaves if cut back annually, as will Catalpa bignoni-
oides ‘Aurea’ (Indian Bean Tree), whose young foliage is bright yellow turning more greenish 
as summer progresses. 

 
Years ago, I was given a Cotinus coggygria (Smoke Tree) and stooled it annually, without earthing-up.  
It still is only about a foot tall, but spreads its large trailing purple leaves to cover some three feet of 
area amongst pink geranium and silver Dusty Miller. 
 
I also tried the true stooling method of covering the new suckers with soil on my beloved 
Magnolia soulaneiana ‘Rustica rubra’ and was able to garner a number of rooted layers 
from it. I gave most of the young trees away, but one, some ten feet tall, graces an open 
slope above our house and thrills me anew each spring with its unpruned profusion of 
large rosy-crimson, white centered, fragrant blooms. 
 
So, try stooling – such a fun and easy way to create new plants, either like the parent or as eye-
catching tropical style ‘newbies’ that will have your fellow gardeners asking, "What is that plant?” 
 
Helen Dowsett 
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 November 27, 2012             DRYER MASONIC CENTER                   FLOWER SHOW 
              ENTRIES NO EARLIER THAN 8:30 NOR LATER THAN 9:45 AM  
                                                              
                 DIVISION 1 - HORTICULTURE 
 
DIVISION 1 - HORTICULTURE 
 
Horticulture entrie must be grown or in an exhibitor’s possession for three months. All plant material must 
be properly groomed, conditioned and named. More than one entry may be made in each class or 
subclass if of a different variety or color.  Wedging is permitted; a small inconspicuous piece of material 
may be used in the neck of the container only to prop or wedge the exhibit upright.   
EXHIBITOR WILL FURNISH THEIR OWN CLEAN, CLEAR or CLEAR GREEN CONTAINERS. PUT 
YOUR NAME & CLUB ON EACH ENTRY TAG.  
 
A Rosette of Bronze ribbons:  Best in Show. 

Rosette of Bronze ribbons:  Best of Show. Classes 1—8 

Rosette of Orange & Brown ribbons:  Harvest Award  Class 9 

 

 
Class 1. CONIFERS (needled or scaled) - Must be ornamental (no forest trees accepted). One branch  
              not to exceed 24” 
 a. Abies (Fir)                d. Juniperus (Juniper)   g. Any Other  (No Douglas Fir or                  
 b. Cedrus (Cedar)                               e. Picea (Spruce)              Hemlock) 
            c. Chamaecyparis (False Cypress)     f.  Pinus (Pine) 
      
  
Class 2. BROADLEAF EVERGREEN - one branch not to exceed 24” 
   (without fruit or berries) 
 
Class 3. BERRIED BRANCHES  (other than Ilex) - one branch not to exceed 24” 
 a. Aucuba                            d. Skimmia 
            b. Cotoneaster                                    e. Any Other 
            c.  Pyracantha               
 
Class 4. HOLLY, ILEX   
 a. Berried  b. Foliage 
 
Class 5 . INDOOR PLANTS - house or greenhouse 
 a. Grown for foliage  b. Flowering (must be in bloom) 
 
Class 6. ANY OTHER WORTHY SPECIMEN    Not listed above 
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November 27, 2012       DRYER MASONIC CENTER            DESIGN SHOW 
 
          ENTRIES NO EARLIER THAN 8:30 NOR LATER THAN 9:45 AM 

 

 

“FIRE and ICE” 
                                       

 
DIVISION 11 - DESIGN    
      
No artificial plant material.  Fresh plant material emphasized and is never to be treated.  Acces-
sories allowed unless otherwise stated.  One entry to a class.  Put your name and club on 
each entry tag. Space allowed is 26” of a 6 foot table.   
 
Rosette of Purple ribbons:  Best of Show  Classes 1-4 
Small rosette of Blue and White ribbons: Best in Show in class 6 
Rosette of Purple and Cream ribbons: Novice Award in class 5 
 
Class 1.  “Christmas Dinner Anywhere” Functional table setting type l –must have a complete    
                design. 
 
Class 2.  “Gypsy Fire” – Designers Choice 
 
Class3.  “Ice Storm”- Designers Choice 
 
Class 4.  “Cold Sunshine” –Designers Choice 
 
Class 5.  “Colors of Christmas” NOVICE ONLY.  A table centerpiece; novice designer has won  
                no more than 5 blue ribbons. 
 
Class 6.  “Frosty Fantasy”- Small design under 8” but over 5” 
 
Class 7.  “My Front Door”- Wreath or swag no larger than 24” ready to hang. 
 

 

ARTISTIC CRAFTS   
 
BEST CRAFT AWARD Rosette of Red and White Ribbons 
 
Using plant material to combine horticulture, design and craft work to add interest. May be 
fresh, dried or a combination of plant material. 
 
 
Class 8.  “Holiday Glow”-Decorated lantern 
 
Class 9.  “Jack Frost”-Decorated Log 
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           General Rules 
1. All entries to be made  between 8:30 and 9:45 

2. Judging will begin at 10:00AM.  Rules for judging will be in accordance with the NGC Handbook for 

Flower Shows. Standard system of awarding is used, Judge’s decisions are final. 

3. Entry to include club and exhibitor’s name. 

4.  Members of Hill & Dale District or student judge’s requiring credits may enter. 

      Horticulture Rules 
1. Exhibitors may enter more than one exhibit per class, if each is a different genus, species, variety, 

cultivar, type, size or color. 

2. All cut exhibits must be fresh and grown by the exhibitor.  Container-grown plants must have been 

in exhibitor’s possession for at least 90 days, combination plantings, in the possession of the exhib-

itor and growing together for at least 6 weeks. 

3. All specimens must be properly named.  Include genera, species, and variety if possible.  

4. Containers (clear or clear green) glass to be furnished by the exhibitor.  Wedging is permitted.  

Suggested material plastic wrap, Styrofoam-may be visible but not detracting. 

5. Only fresh untreated plant material is accepted. No plant material from the state noxious weed list 

will be accepted. 

6. All horticulture exhibits will be classified and placed by committee 

7. Scale of points HB pages 297-302 

8. Rosette of Bronze ribbons: Best in Show 

            Design Rules 
      1.  Exhibitor may enter more than one class, but only one design per class. 
 
      2. Fresh plant material emphasized and must never be treated, dry plant material may be treated. 
 
      3. No artificial plant material permitted. 
 
      4. Accessories allowed unless otherwise stated. 
 
      5. Scale of points HB page 303 
 
      6. Designer’s choice: designer has complete choice of components and plant material. 
 
      7. Rosette of Purple ribbons:  Best of Show Classes 1-6 
 
      8.    Small rosette of Blue and White ribbons: Best of Show in class 7 & 8 
              
             Artistic Crafts 
 
      1. All exhibits must contain some plant material, fresh and or dried. 
 
      2. Artificial plant material in not permitted. 
 
      3. Scale of points HB page 304 
 
      4. Rosette of Red and White Ribbons 
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Hill and Dale Garden Clubs 
2005 5th Ave SW 
Puyallup WA  
98371-5633 
 
 

# 166 

 

   
                       
 
 

WSFGC Holiday Show ‘Celebrate’ 

Nov 7-8, 2012 
Holiday Inn, Everett, WA 

                       Nov 7—6 pm—9:30 pm Nov 8—9am—4 pm 
               Gift Store: Nov 7—Noon—10 pm Nov 8—9 am—4 pm 
                         Tickets: $8 advanced, $10 at the door 
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